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Heavy fighting occurs 
in south Lebanon 

MARIAYOUN (R) — There were heavy dashes on Tuesday between the 
Lebanese resistance and Israeli forces in south Lebanon, a pro-Israeli roili- 
ria security source said. There were conflicting reports on the results of the 
dashes, which occurred hj the Wadi Ai Slooki area on the edge of the cen- 
tral sector of Israel’s self-declared 1 5-kilomdres-deep south Lebanon secu- 
rity fljfie.'ITie pro-lsraeb South Lebanon Army militia security source said 
two guerrillas were killed in the fighting. But in Beirut; Amal said its «uer- 
rillas attacked Israeli troops in the area and killed many soldiers without 
suffering any losses. “Our guerrillas were involved in fierce fighting with 
the troops of the Israeli enemy for half an hour. They killed and wounded 
many Israeli soldiers before they returned safe to their base," a statement 
by Amal faxed to Reuters said. In a separate statement, Amal said its guer- 
rillas attacked an Israeli position in the same sector "causing many casual- 
ties.' 
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Yemeni president condudes visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Yemeni President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh on Tuesday concluded a two-day official visit to 
the Kingdom during which he had talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein and senior Jordanian officials. 
President Saleh discussed with the King bilateral nes, 
in ter- Arab action and Arab and regional issues, par- 
ticularly the peace process. President Saleh was seen 
off at the airport by the King, Royal family members. 
Prime Minister Abdul Salara Majali, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh, King’s advisers. Cabinet 
members, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Reid 
Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh as well as senior 
civil and military officials. The president earlier 
received Foreign Minister Fayez Tarawneh and dis- 
cussed with him issues of common concern and the 
peace process. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Netanyahu votes for 
motion to reoccupy 
Hebron "in error’ 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu voted “by mis- 
take” in favour of a failed 
motion on Monday calling 
for the Israeli army to move 
back into all of the West 
Bank town of Hebron, pub- 
lic radio said. “The govern- 
ment leader and the majori- 
ty of ministers were pro- 
nounced in favour of the 
text following a technical 
error in the voting proce- 
dure” said Meir Sheetrit, 
head of the parliamentary 
group of Mr. Netanyahu's 
rightwing Likud Party. The 
motion was eventually 
rejected by the Knesset by 
41 votes to 23, the radio 
said. 

Bahrain’s premier 
in hospital for 
medical tests 

MANAMA (R) — 

Bahrain’s Prime Minister 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben S alman 
A1 Khalifa has been admit- 
ted to hospital on the island 
for a medical checkup, a 
government official said 
Tuesday. ‘Thank God, he is 
well," the official told 
Reuters without elaborat- 
ing. Local newspapers said 
Sheikh Khalifa, a brother of 
Bahrain's .Emir Sheikh Issa 
Ben Sulman AI Khalifa, 
was admitted with an ail- 
ment, tut did not say when 
or give further details. 

Arab League rejects 
sending observers to 
Lockerbie trial 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
League Tuesday rejected a 
British invitation to send 
observers to any trial in 
Scotland of two Libyans 
suspected of the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am flight 
over Lockerbie, Scotland. 
“The invitation from British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook has no legal basis and 
is totally ineffective," 
Ahmad Ben Helli, the 
league’s deputy secretary 
for Arab affairs, told 
reporters in Cairo. Mr. Helli 
said the invitation only con- 
firmed Britain's "intransi- 
gent position" in the 
Lockerbie affair. Mr. Cook 
on Sunday repeated British 
calls for trying the two 
Libyan suspects in Scot- 
land He invited the Arab 
League to send observers to 
assure that any trial would 
be fair. The Arab League 
has said any trial of the two 
Libyan suspects should be 
held in a neutral country. 

Explosion rips 
through Beirut bus 
station, no casualties 

BEIRUT (AFP) — An 
explosion ripped through 
Beirut's main bus station on 
Tuesday evening, sparking 
panic among scores of pas- 
sengers and staff but caus- 
ing no casualties, Lebanese 
police said. It was the sec- 
ond blast in the city in less 
than 24 hours, following a 
bomb explosion at the 
American University in 
Beirut (AUB) in the early 
hours of Tuesday. Police 
said they believed an explo- 
sive charge was contained 
in an abandoned suitcase in 
a parking area at the newly- 
opened Charles Hellou bus 
terminal near the port in the 
eastern sector of the city. In 
the early hours of Tuesday, 
unidentified attackers riding 
a motorcycle hurled an 
explosive device on to the 
AUB campus, and it deto- 
nated between two build- 
ings housing teachers and 
their families, police said. 
The university blast was the 
first attack on a foreign 
institution here for at least 
four years. 


Jordan, Russia criticise 
Netanyahu for stalemate 

Primakov unable to reach tangible 
results during meetings in Israel 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Russia Tuesday criticised 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
said that resurrection of the 
peace process was not pos- 
sible while Israel refuses to 
trade land-for- peace. 

While the visiting Russ- 
ian foreign minister, Yevge- 
ny Primakov, said that he 
was unable to reach any 
tangible results during talks 
with Israeli officials. His 
Majesty King Hussein reit- 
erated Jordan’s full support 
for the right of the Palestin- 
ian people to self-determi- 
nation on their national soil. 

The King stressed on the 
need to consolidate Ameri- 
can, Russian and European 
efforts to overcome the log- 
jam in the peace process 
and to push for a compre- 
hensive and just peace in 
the region. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. who held 
talks with the Russian min- 
ister. said that no peace was 
possible in the region with- 
out an Israeli pullout from 
occupied Arab territories. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s percep- 
tion of peace “is neither 
logical nor acceptable,” Dr. 
Majali was quoted as 
telling the Russian envoy. 

Tt ~ is not possible to 
understand Netanyahu's 
statement that he wants 
peace unless be gives back 
Arab lands to its people." a 
Prime Ministry official 
quoted Dr. Majali as saying 
during his talks with the 
Russian official. 

“Mr. Netanyahu’s claim 
to give security the utmost 
priority... is unacceptable 



POLLS 97 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Council 
of Ministers issued yester- 
day a package of measures 
aimed to make more trans- 
parent the Nov.4 polls and 
correct irregularities in pre- 
election procedures, the offi- 
cial spokesperson for the 
elections, Mazen Armouti, 
announced Tuesday. 

Computer disks contain- 
ing the list of registered vot- 
ers in the Amman area were 
made available to all inter- 
ested journalists as of yes- 
terday. while. Dr. Armouti 
said, voting lists pertaining 
to the other constituencies 
will be distributed to the 
media as of today, Wednes- 
day. 

In a bid to counter what 
Dr. Armouti described as “a 
widespread irregularity. 
ni most a common practice 
in some rural areas,” namely 
the illegal confiscation by 
some candidates of hun- 
dreds of voting cards from 
the poll stations, the govern- 
ment has also “issued for- 
mal requests to those candi- 
dates to return [the voter 
cards they have confiscat- 
ed].” 

Dr. Armouti stated that the 
ffovemment was determined 








Hi s Majesty King Hussein and Hi s Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan confer with 
visiting Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov on Tuesday (photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


because security can only 
be achieved through peace,” 
the official source, who 
asked not to be named, 
quoted Dr. Majali as say- 
ing. 

“The Israeli government 
should understand that 
peace will not be accom- 
plished without returning 
occupied Arab lands. Peace 
is the ideal atmosphere that 
ensures security and stabili- 
ty,” Dr. Majali was quoted 
as saying. 

The official quoted the 
visiting Russian minister, 
who was on his fourth leg 
of a Middle East tour that 
took him to Lebanon, 
Israel, the Palestinian self- 
rule areas and twice to 
Syria, as saying it is “not 
easy” to overcome the 
stalled peace talks. 

“We are not happy with 
the Israeli reaction. Despite 
[Israeli] promises to be 
flexible in some points, like 


the Gaza airport we believe 
that this is not enough ,” the 
Jordanian official quoted 
Mr. Primakov as saying. 

“The most important 
thing now is the redeploy- 
ment of Israeli troops in the 
West Bank. Therefore, after 
talks with the Israelis, our 
optimism was weakened,” 
Mr. Primakov said. 

The Russian official, who 
met with Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai in Tel Aviv ear- 
lier this week, told Dr. 
Majali that the “Israeli mil- 
itary establishment was 
exercising pressure on the 
government to authorise a 
new attack against Hizbol- 
lah in southern Lebanon.” 

“This is a very dangerous 
matter and might lead to an 
explosion... it requires com- 
ing up with an immediate 
solution to reach an under- 
standing to revive the April 
1996 agreement,” said the 


minister, referring to the 
Israeli-Lebanese ceasefire 
agreement in the aftermath 
of the so-called Grapes of 
Wrath military operation 
against Hizbollah fighters 
in south Lebanon (see sep- 
arate story). 

The Russian envoy also 
expressed “concern” 

towards the Turkisb-Israeli 
military “understanding” 
describing it as a “very dan- 
gerous development,” the 
Jordanian official who 
attended the Majali -Pri- 
makov meeting said. 

Tn short, the situation is 
not easy. We are not feeling 
comfortable towards the 
atmosphere in the region,” 
the official quoted Mr. Pri- 
makov as saying. 

Mr. Primakov praised Jor- 
dan for its role in peace- 
making in the region and 


(Continued on page 7) 


Government moves to correct 
electoral process ‘irregularities’ 


to “use all its authority” in 
order to ensure the return of 
confiscated cards to the 
polling stations and told 
reporters that uncompliant 
candidates will be punished 
to the maximum extent of 
the law. 

In the past weeks, voters 
have increasingly 

denounced that once they 
showed up at their designate 
station to collect their voting 
cards, they found out that 
they were “lost” or had been 
taken by somebody present- 
ing forged power of attorney 
documents. 

“The government has 
"knowledge of a spectrum of 
irregularities.” Dr. Armouti 
admitted, but also stressed 
that candidates and cam- 
paign aides were to be 
blamed for most of them, 
and reiterated the impartiali- 
ty of the government and its 
commitment to ensure free 
and fair elections. 

Dr. Armouti said voters 
will be requested to produce 
at the polling station an 
identification document 
(passport, identity card, 
family book or driving 
licence) in addition to their 
voting cards. 

In a bid to avoid that the 
same person casts his/her 
vote twice or more times, be 
said the identification docu- 
ment will be stamped and 
the voters’ name in the com- 
puter list at the poll station 
will be marked after the vot- 


10 candidates referred to prosecutor for fraud 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Ten candidates were referred yesterday to 
the prosecutor general for attempting to collect voter cords 
using forged power of attorney documents, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, quoted unnamed sources at die Amman Gov- 
ernor Office as saying. 

According to Petra, the candidates, belonging to various 
Amman's electoral districts, were questioned and ordered to 
return the cards. 

Sources at Amman Governor Tala’ at Nawaiseh's office were 
quoted as saying that the measures were taken following vot- 
ers’ complaints that their cards had been collected by other 
parties without their authorisations. 


This measure seems to fall 
short of the expectations of 
opposition candidates, who 
have in the past weeks 
demanded that only the fam- 
ily book be accepted as 
identification document at 
the polling stations and 
computerised voting lists in 
all districts be linked in a 
network, so that the same 
person cannot vote in more 
than one district. 

As for another concern 
voiced by opposition candi- 
dates. the fact that names of 
members of die security and 
armed farces, who are 
barred from voting accord- 
ing to the Elections Law, 
appeared in the final lists of 
registered voters. Dr. 
Armouti explained that “the 
law stipulates that all Jor- 
danian citizens have the 
right to register their names, 
including soldiers.” 

He said thar, though they 


are registered, the authori- 
ties will make sure that they 
do not cast their vote, as 
their names are especially 
marked on the computer 
lists. 

Figures released yesterday 
by the office of the official 
spokesperson for the elec- 
tions responded to opposi- 
tion candidates' allegations 
that the number of registered 
voters (1,890,035) was too 
high when compared to the 
Kingdom's total population 
and the number of citizens 
below 19. 

According to the official 
figures released yesterday, 
Jordan's total population 
stands at 4.580234 — 
1,970,000 of which below 
the voting age. 

The registered voters ratio 
to total population was 
announced at 41 per cent. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Plunges on Wall Street, Asia 
launch global panic-selling 


LONDON (AP) — Stock 
Market panic circled the 
globe Tuesday, with Wall 
Street accelerating the sell- 
off after Hong Kong suf- 
fered its worst one-day 
losses since 1989 and Lon- 
don shares tumbled to their 
Steepest point losses in his- 
tory. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average opened with a 
quick loss of more than 
125 points — showing that 
even the world’s most pow- 
erful market was unable to 
escape the carnage that 
began last week with a 
speculative assault on 
Hong Kong’s currency. 

Traders were left hoping 
they could ride out the tur- 
bulence, but safe havens 
were hard to find. 

“It’s very difficult to 
avoid the global meltdown 
chat’s taking place at the 


moment.” said Neil Mack- 
innon, chief economist 
with Citibank in London. 

Markets have not been 
thrown into such turmoil 
since the crash of 1987, 
although finance leaders 
pleaded for calm and pri- 
vate analysts said current 
economics are far different 
now than they were then. 

“There's no doubt that 
investor sentiment’s been 
badly rattled,” Mr. Mackin- 
non said. 

Dealing screens at the 
London Stock Exchange, 
Europe’s biggest bourse, lit 
up in a glowing red from 
the opening to indicate the 
market was full of sellers 
with few buyers. 

The Financial Times- 
Stock Exchange 100-share 
Index was off by 321.6 
points, or 6.6 per cent, at 
4,519.1 in the l3te after- 


noon, showing a slight rise 
immediately after a con- 
fused opening on Wall 
Street, where sell orders 
overwhelmed the buyers. 

The mid-afternoon losses 
in London were huge, but 
things had been worse in 
the morning. The blue-chip 
“footsie” hit an early low 
by falling 457.9 points,; 
nearly 9.5 per cent, to 
4,382.8 — almost doubling 
the record 250-point drop 
from the crash of 1987. 

“You’re just going to see 
us following all the other 
markets,” said James 
Dewhurst. an equity sales- 
man at Charterhouse 
Tilney Securities in Lon- 
don. “I don’t think I’ve got 
any bright ideas beyond 
that” 

Throughout global 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel examining new methods 
in confrontation with Hizbollah 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
is re-examining the army’s 
methods in south Lebanon 
after a series of setbacks in 
clashes with Hizbollah, as 
Iran boosts supplies of 
weapons to the guerrilla 
group, media reports said 
on Monday. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai held a series of 
meetings with top advisors 
Sunday amid rising concern 
in Israel over Hizbollah ’s 
new high-tech weaponry 
and a lack of intelligence 
information about the 
group. 

The Maariv newspaper 
said the Lebanese resis- 
tance group had obtained 


new anti-tank rockets capa- 
ble of piercing the armour 
of a Merkava II, Israel’s 
most modem tank, which 
contains extra-thick armour 
plating made of special 
metal intended to reduce 
the effect of a rocket attack. 

On two occasions this 
month, Hizbollah rockets 
have smashed through the 
armour plating of the 
Merkava H in south 
Lebanon, killing an Israeli 
soldier each time. 

The Maariv newspaper 
said the rockets fired by 
Hizbollah were probably 
similar to American-made 
TOWs with a range of 3.5 
kilometres. 


Israel's second television 
channel reported Monday 
that 50 aircraft from Iran 
had arrived in Syria over 
the past few months carry- 
ing weapons destined for 
Hizbollah. 

It quoted Israeli intelli- 
gence officials as saying 
that Iran, Israel's arch- 
enemy. had markedly 
increased its arms deliver- 
ies to the group, particular- 
ly of anti-tank rockers simi- 
lar to the TOWs. 

“Hizbollah is getting 
stronger,” army chief of 
staff, General Amnon Sha- 
ll ak. told a group of school 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel arrests 13 Palestinian 
students in 2nd raid on village 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
The Israeli army arrested 
13 Palestinian students 
linked to Islamist groups 
overnight in the second 
raid in 24 hours on a vil- 
lage outside Bethlehem, 
Palestinian security 
sources said Tuesday. 

Israeli troops entered the 
West Bank village of 
Teqoua late Monday night 
and arrested the 13 univer- 
sity students from their 
homes, the sources said. 

The army had already 
arrested 16 students from 
the same village in a raid 
before dawn on Monday. 

Most of the students 


were suspected members 
of Islamic Jihad, while the 
rest were thought to 
belong to Hamas. 

Israel has arrested hun- 
dreds of activists suspect- 
ed of ties to Islamist 
groups since Hamas sui- 
cide bombings in 
Jerusalem in July and Sep- 
tember. 

Israeli security forces 
have been on alert against 
possible bomb attacks by 
Islamic Jihad as the group 
marked the second 
anniversary Sunday of the 
assassination of its leader, 
Fathi Shikaki, by pre- 
sumed Israeli agents in 


Malta. 

The new Jihad leader, 
Ramadan Abdullah Shal- 
lah, warned Friday that 
the group would pursue 
“without respite” a cam- 
paign of suicide bombings 
ia Israel, as some 1,000 
supporters of the group 
rallied at Bethlehem Uni- 
versity. 

Islamic Jihad and the 
larger Hamas movement 
have led violent opposi- 
tion against Israel {-Pales- 
tinian self-rule accords, 
conducting a series of 
bombings which have 
killed scores of Israelis 
since 1994. 



VISITING WHERE HOME USED TO STAND: Palestinians express their anger on 
the ruins of their house Tuesday in the village of Zaatara outside the West Bank city 
of Bethlehem. The Israeli army demolished three Palestinian homes in Zaatara (see 
story on page 2 ) (AFP photo) 
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Israeli army demolishes three 


Palestinian homes in W. Bank 


Netanyahu wants 20 per 
cent hike in funds for 


ZAATARA (AFP) — The Israeli 
army demolished three Palestinian 


homes Tuesday in villages around the 
West Bank town of Bethlehem, 
including one house where a family of 
10 resided, witnesses and family said. 

An army bulldozer accompanied by 
Israeli troops tore down the home of 
Munzer Ahmad Wahsh, where he 
lived with his wife and eight children 
in Zaatara village south of Bethlehem. 

M I've lived here for four years and 1 
had a permit for my house and every- 
thing. I don't know where I'll go 
now,” Mr. Wahsh told Age nee France 
Presse. 

A second home still under construc- 
tion. owned by Mohammad Hassan 
Salameh. was also demolished in 
Zaatara. 

A third house owned by Hussein 
Khalil Zir. also still under construc- 
tion, was demolished in the neigh- 
bouring village of Harmala, witnesses 
said. 

An army spokesman could not be 
reached immediately for comment on 
the demolitions. The Israeli army reg- 
ularly destroys Palestinian homes 
which it says were built without per- 
mits. 

Palestinians counter that Israeli 
occupation authorities never issue 
such permits in areas under their con- 
trol. and accuse Israel of using home 
demolitions to clear areas of the West 
Bank of Palestinian residents. 

A report by the Israeli human rights 
group BTselem a month ago said 
Israel had demolished over 100 
homes so far this year. 



Jewish settlements 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's government 
was due to present a 1998 
budget to parliament Tues- 
day calling for a 20 per cent 
boost in spending on Jew- 
ish settlements in Paiestin- 
NarionaJ Authority 


ion 


PROTESTING LAND CONFISCATION: Israeli soldiers on Tuesday block the way for Palestini- 
ans demonstrating against land confiscation in the West Bank village of Beit El, Dozens of Palestinians 
protested against the Israeli government's continued confiscation of their lands which the Palestinians 
c laim is being used to expand the Jewish settlements (Reuters photo) 


(PNA) ruled areas, accord- 
ing to the anti-settlement 
group Peace Now. 

“The government budget 
calls for investment of S285 
million in the settlements 
for 199S, which represents 
a 20 per cent increase over 
the previous year.” Peace 
Now Director Mossi Raz 
told Agence France Presse. 

Mr. Raz said funds for 
building and infrastructure 
development for Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied 
territories are hidden 
throughout the government 
budget proposal but that his 
figure of $2 85 million com- 
prised only direct invest- 
ment and aid for the settle- 
ments. 

He said the total spending 
including both direct and 
indirect aid was certainly 
far higher than S285 mil- 
lion but he provided no fig- 
ures. 

Mr. Netanyahu's policy of 
expanding Jewish settle- 
ment in areas occupied by 


Israel since the 1967 
Midcast war where Pales- 
tinians hope to create their 
own state has plunged 
peace negotiations with the 
Palestinians into crisis. 

The talks broke down in 
March when Netanyahu 
ordered work begun on a 
controversially large Jewish 
settlement on the hilltop of 
Jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab 
east Jerusalem, which the 
Palestinians hope to make 
the capital of a future state. 

Since then, Mr. 
Netanyahu has repeatedly 
rebuffed calls from the 
Palestinians, backed by the 
U.S. and virtually the entire 
world community, for at 
least a freeze on settlement 
building to permit negotia- 
tions on a final peace 
accord with the PNA- 

Most recently he has 
refused to authorise nego- 
tiators to attend talks on the 
settlement issue scheduled 
in Washington this week 
with senior PNA officials 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright. 

As part of his right-wing 
government's support for 
settlement growth. Mr. 
Netanyahu has granted 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
the status of “priority devel- 


opment zones. 

This provides a has of 
financial incentives to 
Israelis who purchase units 
in settlements. Total cost of 
extending the status to set- 
tlements was estimated at 
SI 00 million by Peace 
Now. 

The agriculture minister 
is also slated to provide $60 
million to help fanning in 
the settlements. 

A further S60 million is to 
be set aside to compensate 
Palestinians for land seized 
to build Jewish settlements 
in Arab east Jerusalem 
while $2$ million is bud- 
geted for building special 
roads for settlers in the 
West Bank. 

Spending on security for 
the settlements is also due 
to increase by 60 per cent to 
S3.7 million. Mr. Raz said. 

“These investments 
should allow for an 
increase of around 15,000 
in the number of settlement 
dwellers next year," he said. 

Peace Now estimated that 
rhe number of residents in 
the 140 West Bank and 
Gaza Strip settlements has 
already risen by 7,000- 
8,000 this vear to total 
158.000. 



17 killed in Algeria since elections 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Seven- 
teen people have been killed 
in the latest spate of vio- 
lence to hit Algeria, press 
reports said here Tuesday. 

Security forces killed two 
armed extremists, the 
reports said, bur the govern- 
ment's landslide victory in 
last week’s municipal elec- 
tions appears to have had lit- 
tle immediate effect on the 
bloodletting. 

Three people were killed 
Sunday evening in Sig. near 
the city of Oran in western 
Algeria when their car was 
forced to stop at a road 
block erected by suspected 


extremists engaged in a five- 
year battle to overthrow 
President Liamine Zeroual’s 
military-backed regime. 

Three more civilians were 
killed in the eastern Tebessa 
region late Sunday, the 
reports said, adding that the 
circumstances were unclear. 

The killings follow the 
murder of five people in a 
car bomb blast in the same 
region last Thursday, as the 
elections were being held. 

Five more people were 
reported murdered the same 
day in Oled-Djellil, in the 
Tlemcen region. 

A bomb blast in front of a 


mosque near Tlemcen killed 
one person and wounded 
several on Saturday. The 
daily Liberte said that secu- 
rity forces killed two armed 
fundamentalists in the 
Kabilia region. 

Algeria plunged into civil 
war after the army inter- 
vened in January 1992 to 
cancel the second round of 
general elections the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) were 
poised to win. 

More than 60.000 people, 
mostly civilians, have been 
killed in the five-year civil 
war. 


Khamenei lauds Lebanon for backing resistance 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei praised Lebanon's 
government Tuesday for sup- 
porting Islamists fighting Israel 
in south Lebanon, as the coun- 
try’s prime minister wrapped 
up a four-day visit. 

“The Islamic republic and 
Iranian people, interested in 
Lebanon's fate, are pleased 
with the Lebanese government 
for approving and reinforcing 
the Islamic resistance.” Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei said in talks here 
with Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri. 

The Iranian leader also 
heaped praise on the Lebanese 


people for fighting to evict 
Israel from the buffer strip of 
land it has occupied in south 
Lebanon in 19S5. 

“Today the Lebanese people 
— be it Shiite. Sunni or Chris- 
tian — are heroes to the Arab 
and Muslim World and deeply 
respected.” he said. "The}' have 
withstood Zionist oppression 
and aggression with their blood 
and skin. History will never 
forget this glory.” Khamenei 
urged various ethnic groups in 
Lebanon to seek “friendship 
and cooperation.” and said Iran 
was ready to boost cooperation 
with the Lebanese government 
in various fields. 


He also reiterated his coun- 
try's opposition to the U.S.- 
sponsored Arab- Israeli peace 
process, saving Iran “predicted 
from the first day that it would 
be a fruitless” endeavour. Mr. 
Hariri assured Ayatollah 
Khamenei of his government's 
support for the resistance, 
according to the radio. Before 
departing. the premier 
described his visit, the first to 
Iran by a Lebanese head of 
government in 23 years, as 
“successful” 

“We got what we wanted in 
the direction of strengthening 
relations, notably in economic 
matters,” he said. ‘They will be 


particularly beneficial to 
Lebanon.” 

Hariri, who was beading an 
economic delegation of sev eral 
ministers, said he also dis- 
cussed issues related to the 
Middle East with Iranian lead- 
ers. “With respect to the region, 
we saw support from the other 
side." he said. 

Iranian Vice President Has- 
san Habibl who was accompa- 
nying his guest to the airport, 
also spoke of “expanded rela- 
tions in all areas” and of “good 
results.” He said the two coun- 
tries signed four agreements on 
trade, transport and investment. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli Arab tourists briefly held in Cairo 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian authorities briefly detained two Israeli Arab 
tourists caught pointing cameras at a bridge across the Nile River in Cairo, 
an Israeli diplomat said Tuesday. Lior Ben-Dor, spokesman at the Israeli 
embassy, told Reuters that the two men had been escorted to a police station 
after taking photographs of the Zmbaba Bridge over the Nile and had been 
freed half an hour latec "Two Israelis were seen the day before yesterday 
taking photographs of Imbaba Bridge and were accompanied to one of the 
police stations, but were released after 30 minutes,” he said. He said the 
Israelis had noL been in touch with the embassy, which had enquired about 
the case after media reports. 


he signed with the Spanish Consul to Israel Manuel Cacho an agreement for 
Madrid to donate $400,000 for the first stage of building the park in the cen- 
tre of Jericho. Spain will give another $500,000 for later stages of the build- 
ing. which is to be completed next year, Mr. Erakat told journalists. The 29- 
hectare park will have gardens, a pond and a playground for children, as pan 
of plans to develop tourism in Jericho, the site of the world's oldest report- 
ed city. 


youths said they favoured his murder. Dr. Green told the Haaretz newspaper, 
which published the results of his survey on Tuesday, that the teenagers 
related to Rabin’s slaying “as if it were an unexpected but inevitable natur- 
al disaster" 


Saudi Arabia expels 180 Cameroonian illegal workers 


27% of Israeli religious youth supported Rabin murder 


Spain to give Palestinians new public park 


JERICHO (AFP) — Spain agreed Tuesday to contribute nearly $1 million 
over the next year for a new public garden in the West Bank town of Jeri- 
cho, the Palestinian Local Affairs Minister Saeb Erakat said. Mr Erakat said 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — More than a quarter of religiously observant teenagers 
in Israel supported the 1995 assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
by a Jewish extremist opposed to foe peace process, according to a survey 
published Tuesday. David Green, a clinical psychologist at Tel Aviv's Bar- 
Dlan University, carried out the survey among youths aged 14 to 18 two 
months after Rabin was gunned down in Tel Aviv on Nov. 4. 1995. Among 
those teenagers who described themselves as religiously observant, 27 per 
cent said they supported the killing of Rabin, while 42> per cent of secular 


YAOUNDE (AFP) — One hundred eighty Cameroon citizens who were 
expelled by Saudi Arabia because they did not have woriting papers arrived 
borne overnight in a special plane, state radio reported Tuesday. The plane 
flew them directly to Mazoua. in foe far north of Cameroon, where they were 
being boused at a branch office of the ruling Cameroon People’s Democ- 
ractic Movement (RDPO before returning to their home villages, the radio 
said. The group was foe “first contingent of Cameroonians to be expelled” 
from Saudi Arabia, authorities here said. Provincial governor Mochipou 
Saidou said on meeting the deportees at foe Maroua-Salak airport late Mon- 
day that Riyadh had a sovereign right to expel the workers, many of whom 
had stayed on after going to Saudi Arabia as Hajj pilgrims. 


Palestinian 

woman 

rearrested 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — The 
Israeli army has rearrested a 
Palestinian woman freed earli- 
er this year in a general release 
of female prisoners, her family 
and human rights groups said 
on Tuesday 

The army arrested Nadia 
Dheeb Haddad. 37. in early 
August outside the West Bank 
town of Bethlehem, the Man- 
dela Institute, a Palestinian 
group for prisoners' rights told 
Agence France Presse (AFP.) 
Tuesday. 

Ms. Haddad had been 
released in February, along 
with 29 other Palestinian 
women serving prison terms 
for various anti-Israeli activi- 
ties, in a prisoner release laid 
out under self-rule accords 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians. 

A relative of Ms. Haddad, 
who asked not to be named, 
told AFP that Ms. Haddad 
'had been headed from Bethle- 
hem into east Jerusalem to visit 
her sister when she was arrest- 
ed by soldiers at the checkpoint 
at Bethlehem's northern 
entrance.” A week ago. Israeli 
soldiers arrested another of foe 
30 released women prisoners. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Jonny Quest 

14:30 Super Dave 

15:00 Secrets of Treasure Island 

15:30 Super Dave 

16:00 Monsters Today 

16:30 Border Town 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 -News Headlines 

19:35 .Neighbours 

20:00 .Grace Under Fire 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 Kung Fu 3 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Land’s End 

23:15 American Gothic 

23:59. EndofTX 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:27 

Fajr 

05:45 

....(Sunrise)Duba 

11:19 


14:26 


16:54 


18:12 

/Isha 


De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

TerraSancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 

771751. 

Amman Internationa] 

Church Tel. 5516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation TeL 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


In Aqaba, it will be partly 
cloudy with a chance of scat- 
tered showers, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 

Amman 14/28 

Aqaba 19/34 

Deserts 12/30 

Jordan Valley 1 7/32 


EMERGENCIES 


Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 27, Aqaba 34 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 36 per 
cent, Aqaba 26 percenL 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dl AfifShokri 

Dr. NidalAlDahleh .... 
Dr. SaldTawfiq 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


Sl Mary of Nazareth 
Cbnrch Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of foe Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise becoming 3A degrees 
centigrade above average with 
clouds appearing at different 
altitudes. There will be a 
chance of showers particularly 
in the southern and eastern 
pans of the Kingdom and 
winds southeasterly moderate. 


Dr. Hanna Mansour „ 

Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy .. 
AlAsema pharmacy .... 
A1 Salam pharmacy . 
Yacoub pharmacy .... 
Shmeisani pharmacy 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 
Najib pharmacy — 
IRBID: 

Dn Ahmad Qanu — 
A1 Quds pharmacy 
ZARQA: 

Dn RatibAtaHah ..... 
Khalifeh pharmacy 


-S98S63 

-.827195 

..788285 

..750197 

.661912 

.890280 

,.637055 

.636730 

.644945 

637660 

..623672 

847632 


.281484 


.994424 

.985417 


Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 6211 II. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television . — 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 


Centre 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical 
813813/32 

Kfaalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

M alb as. J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen777101/3 

Al-Bashir, .775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)986732 
A1 Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina 
(02)275555 
Greek Catholic 
(02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees 


(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


00:05 Cairo (RJ; 

Other Flights 

05:50 Bucharest (RO) 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

09:30 AI ’Arish (PF) 

10:15 Doha, Al Hudaidah |1Y) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

10:50 Kuwait (KU) 

13:10 .Tunis (TU) 

13:25 Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

14:30 .Doha (QR) 

15»05 Vienna (OS) 

15J30 1 Algiers (AH) 

16:05 Karachi Abu Dhabi (PK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:10 ..Paris, Damascus (AF) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

23:15 London (BA) 

23:30 ^..London. Beirut (BA) 
23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 


18:20 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

19:10 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut (RJ) 

20:05 ...Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ; 

20:10 Cairo (RJ; 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:15 Bombay (RJ) 

20 JO New Delhi (RJ; 

21:00 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

22:00 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 


ARRIVALS 


Hospital 


Hospital 

Hospital 


Royal Jordanian (RJ; 

Flights 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

07:50 - -Lamaca (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ i 
14:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:50 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:45 ...Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 
17:50 ..Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 
18:10 ......London, Berlin (RJ) 

18:40 ..—Fans, Brussels (RJ; 

19:50 Rome (RJi 

20-J5 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

23:10 - Beirut (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 -Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ..Amman iQAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 .Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka 
port) (RW) 


Other Flights 

00 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 .Bucharest (ROl 

06:35 Larnaca (CY) 

08:00 Beirut (ME) 

08:25 .London (BA) 

10:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:30 Al 'Arish (PF) 

11:15 A! Hudaidah, Aden (TY) 

12:00 Kuwait (KU) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

14:10 —Tunis (TU) 

14:20 Shariqah (AH) 

15:15 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

15:10 .Tel Aviv (LV) 

15:30 JDoha(QR) 

15:50 .........Vienna (OS) 

19:30 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 
23:55 ..Damascus. Paris (AF) 


Air- 


DEPARTURES 


08:25 Amsterdam, New York (RJ; 

09:50 -Aqaba, Rome (RJ) 

10:40 ....-Berlin. London (RJ) 
H:00 Istanbul (RJ; 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 ....Amman (Marks Aif- 
port) (RW) 

08:15 Aqaba (RW) 

09 JO ..Amman (QAIA) 

16:45 ...Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 

20:30 Amman! QAIA) (RW 
21:50 ' 
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J M^l^ ,ian i’i eila Sharaf, and Asm a Khader (left to right) attend the 
first day of the Media and Press Freedom in Jordan” seminar fPetra photo) 

Differing views of free 
speech clash at opening 
session of press seminar 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Western and 
official Jordanian percep- 
tions of freedom of expres- 
sion and press freedom 
clashed yesterday at a sem- 
inar held to discuss the 
media’s role and press free- 
doms in strengthening 
democracy. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Jawad Anani engaged Toby 
Mendel bead of the Law 
Programme at Article 19, a 
London-based press free- 
doms group, in a debate 
over the coverage of 
national security and other 
issues during the afternoon 
session of the two-day sem- 
inar, which brought togeth- 
er senior officials, newspa- 
per editors, legal experts, 
and media observers. 

, . The seminar, held under 
the . tide. “The Media and 
Press Freedom in Jordan.” 
opened yesterday and is co- 
hosted by Article 19, the 
newly-established Arab 
Media Institute (AMI), and 
A1 Urdun Al Jadid research 
centre. 

Mr. Mendel said it was 
“natural for governments to 
wish to restrict discussion 
[in the media] of matters 
relating to national securi- 
ty,” which is permitted 
under international law 
when a government demon- 
strates that “the expression 
is intended to incite immi- 
nent violence; it is likely to 
incite such violence and 
there is a direct and imme- 
diate connection between 
the expression and the like- 
lihood or occurrence of 
such violence.*’ 

Other forms of expres- 
sion, in particular expres- 
sion of a political nature, 
should not be regulated, he 
said, and would, in fact, 
enhance national security. 

Iordan's Press and Publi- 
cations Law forbids the 
publication of any informa- 
tion regarding the armed 
forces, its weaponry, or 
movements without prior 
authorisation. 

Dr. Anani countered that 
Jordan, owing to geograph- 
ical location, historically 
has not shared the same 
security concerns as other 
countries. 


“Jordan has lived in crisis 
throughout its history, 
largely owing to its location 
in the region,” he said. ‘It 
has always been a vulnera- 
ble country, subject to 
much external pressure, so 
we can’t speak of freedom 
of the press as if stability 
has always been a norm for 
us.” 

Jordan has a geopolitical 
vulnerability which it can- 
not afford to overlook at the 
expense of allowing a total- 
ly free press, he said. He 
gave as an example the 
necessity of having an arti- 
cle in the press law that 
prohibits newspapers from 
artacking friendly heads of 
state. 

Dr. Anani also said Mr. 
Mendel had overlooked 
certain cultural dimensions 
when comparing standards 
of press freedoms in the 
West to those in Jordan and 
other countries. 

At the morning session. 
Article 19 Deputy Director 
Malcom Smart said that 
although his group was 
“shocked by the amend- 
ments to the press law, 
which have . . . resulted in 
the enforced closure of no 
less than 13 weeklies ... I 
have to say that when we 
reacted strongly against the 
press law changes, we were 
able to discuss our concerns 
directly and frankly with 
Jordan’s ambassador in 
London. 

“We welcomed that 
opportunity because ... it 
reflected an openness on 
the government’s pan to 
initiate a dialogue, which in 
itself is an important ele- 
ment of freedom of expres- 
sion,” Mr. Smart said. 

The seminar also attract- 
ed participation by 
Amman-based correspon- 
dents for news agencies 
abroad. Former ARD (Ger- 
man foreign radio) corre- 
spondent Marcel Pot said 
although a legal resolution 
had to be found in order to 
“hold weekly newspapers 
responsible for . . .infring- 
ing on personal rights of 
public and well-known pri- 
vate figures,” the new pro- 
visions of the Press and 
Publications Law are “. . . 
formulated as such that 
they can easily be used as a 


means of censorship 
against critical journalism.” 
The editor of a daily 
newspaper, now standing 
trial for publishing a news 
item related to national 
security, said that amend- 
ments to the press law, 
introduced in May, had put 
the papers on par with the 
Official Gazette. 

“Other Arab papers pub- 
lished similar items to what 
we published,” said Taher 
Adwan. chief editor of Al 
Arab Al Yawm. “Neverthe- 
less, we’re on trial. The 
government has tried to 
convince us that the amend- 
ments were aimed at the 
weeklies, but we see this 
isn’t so. It put grave restric- 
tions on everyone. 

“But [Jordanians] are 
growing increasingly con- 
vinced of the importance of 
press freedoms while the 
government is sending the 
message that press free- 
doms are dangerous. But 
the actions of the powerful 
are becoming more 
exposed as this contradic- 
tion continues,” he said. 

Asma Khader, a lawyer 
and member of the execu- 
tive committee of the 
International Commission 
of Jurists, said that “the 
press law is not only uncon- 
stitutional but violates 
international law and the 
National Charter in that the 
harsh manner in which it 
was applied led to strong 
reactions that make its can- 
cellation a necessity for the 
restoration of the peaceable 
rule of law and respect for 
the principles of justice, 
equality, and freedom. 

“To deny the people a free 
and independent press is a 
denial of people's right for 
free expression and receiv- 
ing information, for free 
dialogue and accountabili- 
ty, flow of information, and 
the fight against corrup- 
tion,” she said. 

Also addressing yester- 
day’s sessions were His ham 
Tal, former minister of jus- 
tice; former director of the 
Press and Publications 
Department Issa Jahmani; 
Mahmoud Al Kayed, chair- 
man of the board of direc- ( 
tors of Al Ra’i Arabic daily; 

(Continued on page 7) 


I FILM 

* “Madame Bovary" at the French Cultural 
Centre, Jabal Wdbdch at 8-JO p.m. 

* ChOdren's 51m “Dino Babies” at the British 
Council Jabal Amman at 5:00 p.m. 

CHOIR 

* Choir performance by the students of the 
AhOyyah Sdiool for Girls at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, the main theatre, at 6:00 pan 

CONCERT 

* Piano recital by Jordanian Pianist Zeina 
Asftw (performing pieces by Mozart, Schubert. 
I Schumann, Chopin, Ravel and Debussy) at the 
fNalional Music Conservator}' at 8:00 pm (Tel. 
|687620l 

| JEWELRY/DESIGN SHOW 

I * Jewelry show from Lebanon's “Sabika 
I workshop and show of designs by Lebanese artist 
I May Rishanl at Dart Al Fumm, Jabal Weibdeh 

ifiy. 643251/2), until Ott 30. 


exhibitions 

* paintings by Patrice Cudeunec at the French 
— 


— -S5»a IL — -■ 

Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, until Nov. 26. * 

! French Cultural * Graphics exhibition by Abdul Wahab Abdul ' 
Mohsen at Baladha Art Galley, Gardens Street & 
ies” at the British (TeL 5537598), until Nov., 5. | 

p.m. * Plastic (abstract) art by Iraqi artist Maha^ 

Isma'il at the Royal Cultural Centre, also display- £ 

in° paintines by Dutch artist Jamal Khmais, until 
e students of the qcl30. X 

he Royal Cultural * Qerumics exhibition at die Silsal Ceramics^ 
' " workshop, Jabal Amman between 4th and 5th “ 

Circles, until Ocl 30 (TeL 680128). ^ 

n Pianis t Zeina * Works by Bahraini artist Sheikh Rashid AL 
Mozart, Schubert. Khalifa at Darat Al Fun urn, Jabal Weibdeh, until ^ 
1 Debussy) at the Nov. 15. Also displaying a new collection of J 

at 8:00 pm (Tel. works by contemporary Arab artists (Tel.* 

643251/2). 

* Ceramics exhibition by Ra'd Dlaimi at Orfab r 
! SHOW ^ Gallery. Umm Utheina, until Ocl 30. £ 

anon s “Sabika * prongs by Abdul Qoder Bakheet at Institu-'' 
by to Cervantes. Jabal Amman, until Ocl 30. 

n, Jabal a * Exhibition of paintings and weaving entitled* 

“ Murm urs of Our Land” by Rflum Ghassib andi 
g Bani Hamida at Bani Hamida House (Tel * 

at the French 658896/71, until Ocl 30. * 


Women candidates meet with students 
to discuss platforms, youth issues 
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By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Over 100 uni- 
versity students Tuesday 
met with 11 of the 17 
women candidates running 
in the Nov. 4 parliamentary 
race to inquire about their 
election campaign pro- 
grammes and to voice their 
concerns and demands. 

The three-hour public 
debate, which was held and 
organised by the Media 
Unit at the Princess Basina 
Women's Resource Centre 
(PBWRC), aimed at giving 
the yourh a chance to 
express their ideas and 
problems, according to 
Farah Daghestani, director 
of the PBWRC. 

“This meeting is only a 
beginning and hopefully it 
will pave the way for future 
meetings whereby more 


issues can be tackled,” Ms. 
Daghestani told the gather- 
ing. 

The youths, who were 
representing universities, 
clubs, and societies from 
several govemorates, said 
they are seeking service- 
oriented candidates in the 
13tb Parliament who can 
fight for their demands and 
their communities' needs. 

These issues, they said, 
include creating jobs for 
university graduates, estab- 
lishing mixed-culture and 
youth clubs, oiganising a 
national conference for the 
youth, and providing trans- 
portation for universiry stu- 
dents. 

They pointed to issues 
that they believed were 
impeding the progress of 
women, and said most of 
their problems and con- 
cerns are ignored by offi- 
cials and decision-makers. 

“There is a gap between 
officials and the young gen- 
eration, which is preventing 
us from expressing our 
opinion in the decision- 
making process,” one par- 
ticipant said. 

Further, participants criti- 
cised the social barriers and 
cultural beliefs that deter 
women from reaching Par- 
liament 


“Women rarely compete 
for Parliament and if they 
think of it, they are hromedi- 
ately criticised by their 
male colleagues and are 
told that it is a sham e to run 
for Parliament” a woman 
from Tafileh said. 

Another woman from 
Na’our said women are 
being discriijiinated 

against, and “still thie:y play 
the role of being followers 
to their husbands, vvhich is 
hindering their progress 
and their chances of -partici- 
pating in the politic;^ life." 

Another participant point- 
ed to the threats that are 
endangering the environ- 
ment and die ozone layer, 
and called on womj?n can- 
didates to raise thfe; issue 
during their campaigns and 
when they reach thei (House. 

The women caitfii dates 
stressed their concer ji about 
the youths’ problems, 
which they said are- among 
their priorities if theg/ reach 
Parliament 

“Most of the budget that 
is allocated for the youth by 
the government is being 
used for other matters, and 
this is an issue that; I will 
fight for if I wiiaJ" said 
Emily Naffa 1 , who 3 is run- 
ning for the Ammsui Third 
District Christian seiat 


For the Zarqa candidate 
Sabah Anati. who is run- 
ning for the Muslim seat, 
building more clubs for the 
youth and allocating 
monthly salaries for ath- 
letes will be among her 
demands on behalf of the 
young generation. 

Samiha Tel, who is run- 
ning for the Muslim seat in 
IrbicL said she will work on 
improving relations with 
neighbouring countries “in 
order to open the door for 
youths to work.” 

Fatmeh Obeidat, also run- 
ning in Irbid for the Bani 
Kinaneh constituency, said 
she will concentrate on ■ 
education rights for men 
and women of all ages and 
the establishment of clubs. 

Nawal M omani, who is 
running in Ajloun, said her 
main concerns will be 
fighting unemployment and 
working for the establish- 
ment of investment projects 
to create job opportunities. 

For Hafizak Ma’aytah, an 
illiterate candidate who is 
running in Karak. demand- 
ing better investments and 
youth involvement in min- 
eral resources (potash fac- 
tory) will be her call in Par- 
liament. 

“We have all this mineral 
wealth but our youngsters 


are unemployed. This will 
be the first issue I refer to 
officials,” she said. 

Ajayeb Hdayres, running 
in Balqa, said her pro- 
gramme addresses the con- 
cerns of the youth, which is 
mainly unemployment, and 
added “I am against the 
incentives and benefits that 
are provided to deputies, 
and instead I look to serve 
and represent my country 
and community.” 

The six women candi- 
dates who did not panic i- 
pate in the meeting are: 
Aysha Razem-Khwaja 
( Amman 1st District, Mus- 
lim seat), Toujan Feisal 
(3rd, Circassian), Norma 
Nassar (3rd, Christian), 
Fatmeh Hassouneh (4th. 
Muslim), Laila Feisal (5th. 
Muslim), and from Aqaba 
Da' ad Sultan Tamimi. 

The Media Unit was initi- 
ated by the PBWRC. and 
was designed to assist 
women candidates in exe- 
cuting their election cam- 
paigns in a methodical 
fashion by providing docu- 
ment transcription, 

advertisement design, and 
creation of statements and 
banners, as well as media 
consultation services. 


Cabinet Opposition unites: in support of Haddadin 


reviews 
plan to 
restructure 
energy 
sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Tuesday 
heard a report by Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Mohammad Saleh 
Hourani on the outcome of 
his talks with the World Bank 
on securing loans to finance 
the restructuring of the King- 
dom’s energy sector and his 
recent visit to the U.S. 

The World Bank and the 
Japanese Agency for Recon- 
struction and Development 
which together have allocat- 
ed $160 million to help Jor- 
dan carry out development 
projects, have now given 
their consent to Jordan to 
withdraw the remaining $40 
million of that loan to finance 
the energy projects, he said. 

The minister stated to 
once the energy sector has 
been reconstructed, it will be 
more attractive to local and 
foreign investors, especially 
in the field of power genera- 
tion. 

The restructuring of the 
energy sector will enable the 
National Electric Power 
Company to divide its activi- 
ties into three areas, transmis- 
sion, distribution and genera- 
tion, and the creation of a pri- 
vate sector company special- 
ising in and projecting for 
oil and gas, be said. 

The Council of Ministers 
approved an allocation of 
JD1.2 million to be paid next 
year to refugees in cash sub- 
sidies after food coupons 
have been discontinued. The 
Department for Palestinian 
Affairs will undertake the 
distribution process, accord- 
ing to the council 

The government recently 
decided to replace the food 
coupons next year with cash 
subsidies. 







By Francesca Ciriati 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite their 
different stands vis-2i-vis 
electoral participation, the 
opposition parties have uni- 
fied their ranks in support 
of Khalil Haddadin. the 
Ba’athist candidate for 
Amman’s 3rd District 
Christian seat, whose son 
was arrested three days ago 
on allegations of drug 
smuggling. 

In a press communique 
issued yesterday, the High- 
er Committee for Coordina- 
tion Among the Opposition 
Parties (HCCAOP), which 
includes the powerful 
Islamic Action Front (IAF), 
criticised the publication 
and circulation of the name 
of Mr. Haddadin’s son by 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, shortly after the 


arrest 

“The official me< dia have 
initiated a campaign to 
incriminate Mr. Ha .< Jdadin's 
son before the cou rt makes 
a decision,” the s .tatement 
said. 

The publication of the 
suspect’s name be fore trial 
“is against the law against 
common practic and 
against the role 1 of the 
authorities and the ir depart- 
ments to protect ; ; citizens 
and their right to b-e consid- 
ered innocent until proven 
guilty." 

Calling upon tin z govern- 
ment “to start an i investiga- 
tion in order to pur ti^h those 
responsible for publicising 
this case, especially in con- 
sideration of the ; fact that 
security forces ha ve always 
been careful not t o mention 
a suspect's nan-Se before 
trial,” the HCCAOP 
demanded an “eind to tbis 
saga against Mr. Haddadin, 
for justice to take its course 
in a natural man ner, away 
from sensationali sm.” 

The circulatio □ of the 
name of Mr. I laddadin’s 
son among the i press “is 
also contrary t Jo govern- 
ment’s directiv. fes forbid- 
ding parties and ! the media 
to discuss cases [that are not 
yet in before fr ie law and. 


finally, it ignores the legal 
principle that every citizen 
is responsible for what he 
or she does, whereas no 
party is responsible for the 
action of another," the 
statement added. 

Before the arrest of his 
son for allegedely smug- 
gling 5-5 kg of heroin from 
Lebanon to a third Arab 
country via Jordan, Mr. 
Hadddadin was indicated 
by local political commen- 
tators as a favourite. 

At the beginning of- the 
three-week campaign peri- 
od. some of Mr. Haddadin’s 
banners were removed 
because they carried slo- 
gans against the “Zionist 
enemy.” 

Minister of Interior 
Nathir Rashid said he 
ordered Mr. Haddadin’s 
banners down because they 
“did not reflect the general 
public’s orientation.” Mr. 
Rashid also accused Mr. 
Haddadin of financing his 
electoral campaign through 
“foreign sources,” an allu- 
sion to the Iraqi faction of 
the Ba’athist Party, to 
which Mr. Haddadin is 
affiliated. 

“The committee recognis- 
es that the government is 
engaged now within the 
framework of electoral 


management in bringing 
downfall the banners that it 
does not like and is allow- 
ing voting card chaos, 
opening the door to most 
forms of election fraud, 
including issuing voting 
cards to the dead, and mul- 
tiple cards to the living." 

Confronted with the issue 
of the release of the name 
of Mr. Haddadin's son after 
his arrest, the official 
spokesperson for the elec- 
tions, Mazen Armouti, told 
a press conference yester- 
day that the matter was not 
his concern, as “it [was] not 
election-related in a techni- 
cal sense.” 

Together with Mr. Had- 
dadin’s Jordanian Arab 
Ba’ath Socialist Party and 
the IAF, the HCCAOP 
includes nine other opposi- 
tion parties: The Arab 
Ba’ath Progressive Party, 
Arab Land Party, Jordanian 
Democratic Popular Unity 
Party, Jordan Communist 
Party, Al Haq. Hashd, the 
Jordan Arab Constitutional 
Front, the National Action 
Front, and Al Ansar. 

After negotiations for a 
unified opposition boycott 
failed this summer, five of 
these parties are taking part 
in the upcoming elections. 


Traffic accidents lsist week kill 14; department 
cites poor planning as leading cause of accidents 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Traffic Department Tues- 
day released the accident 
figures of the week of Oct. 
18-25, which showed that 
674 accidents killed 14 
people and injured 30 oth- 
ers. 

The department said 
most of the victims were 
between 21 and 30 years 
of age. 

Jordan Iasi year wit- 
nessed 33,784 road acci- 
dents, which killed 552 
people, injured 15,375 
others, and caused materi- 
al losses estimated at 
JD100 million, expected 
to rise to JD150 million by 
the end of the century. 


according t o Colonel 
Fakhri Iskam Jar, head of 
the Traffic Department, 
Tuesday. 

In a lecture I: delivered at 
the Amman [Rotary Club. 
Col. Iskand jar attributed 
the high nunnber of acci- 
dents to j rapid urban 
growth and t [be increase in 
the number [of vehicles on 
the roads [following the 
1973 econoiLnic boom. 

However, the growth in 
population and the num- 
ber of vef licles was not 
coupled w ith appropriate 
city plani ring and the 
developme- nr of the road 
network, hi 3 said. 

Col. Iska ndar noted that 


the largest group, 90.9 per 
cent, of the accident vic- 
tims in 1 996 were children 
aged 15 years and below, 
followed by youths aged 
16 to 20 years. 

He attributed this to sev- 
eral factors, including the 
fact that most schools are 
built on main streets 
where traffic congestion is 
highest, the lack of educa- 
tion programmes for chil- 
dren on traffic rules, disre- 
gard of motorists for 
pedestrians at crossings, 
and the lack of play- 
grounds and gardens for 
children to play and spend 
their free time. 

A Traffic Department 


survey revealed that 83.2 
per cent of road accidents 
are the fault of the drivers, 
and most accidents occur 
because motorists ignore 
traffic rules, exceed speed 
limits, drive under the 
-.influence of alcohol, and 
’’in the case of public vehi- 
cle drivers, work long 
hours, according to Col. 
Iskandar. 

Col. Iskandar proposed 
that drivers be rehabilitat- 
ed, road networks be mod- 
ernised, public awareness 
campaigns be launched on 
traffic rules, and stricter 
control be imposed on the 
roads. 


Opposition groups denounce? new threats of Iraq sanctions 


AMMAN ( J.T.J — Jonjan’s 1 1 
opposition political parties 
Tuesday declared their support 
for Iraq in the face oLwhat they- 
called renewed threats on the 
part of the U.S. and its allies to 
impose further sanctions on the 
Iraqi people. 

The UJS. and the U.JL 
through the UN. Security 
Council have issued these 
threats due to its alleged lack of 
cooperation with UN. weapons 
inspection teams, despite the 
objection of France, Russia, 


and China, the statement said. 

The new threats mean to the 
U.S. is completely ignoring 
Iraq’s compliance with several 
UN. resolutions and that it is 
intent on causing further suffer- 
ing to the Iraqi people and dev- 
astating Iraq's economic and 
cultural structure while main- 
taining its hegemony over the 
northern and southern Iraqi 
regions, according to the state- 
ment 

Referring to Turkey’s repeat- 
ed incursions inside Iraqi terri- 


tory, the sta'ljementsaid the U.S. 
has been si ipporting Ankara in 
its bid to a :eate a security zone 
inside Iraq j territory as a pre- 
lude towa ids partitioning die 
nation. 

Theoppt jsition parties in Jor- 
dan dedaxr ~ their solidarity with 
the Iraqi people and express 
concern < wer these develop- 
ments, wt rich threaten the sov- 
ereignty of Iraq and Arab 
nationals! xurity as a whole, the 
statement read. 

The op position parties also 


condemned the continued star- 
vation of Iraqi children and 
women and all hostile attempts 
to ruin Iraq’s economy, the 
announcement continued. 

The opposition called on the 
Arab countries to mobilise in 
support of the Iraqi people and 
to stand united in the face of 
UJS. pressure. 

The parties called for a strong 
popular moverpent to end the 
Arab countries’ sanctions on 
Iraq and to open their bonders to 
supply its people with all basic 


needs. 

The statement said the oppo- 
sition groups will work to per- 
suade the Iranian government 
to normalise relations with Iraq 
to protect Arab and Islamic 
national interests. 

The statement thanked 
Fiance, Russia, and China for 
their stand at the Security 
Council and stressed the need 
for these countries to resist the 
American domination of die 
council and work for lifting the 
embargo. 
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Chiluba addresses 
nation after coup attempt 


LUSAKA (AFP) — 
Zambian President 

Frederick Chiluba 

announced on stale radio 
Tuesday that a coup 
attempt against his govern- 
ment had failed and the sit- 
uation in the country was 
firmly under control. 

Earlier, a man calling 
himself Captain Solo made 
an announcement on the 
same radio station that Mr. 
Chiluba’s government had 
been overthrown by the 
army because it was cor- 
rupt. 

There was no immediate? 
news of what had hap- ! 
pened to CapL Solo, but an 
AFP correspondent in the' 
capital reported a strong 
military presence at the 
radio studios. 

Police Commander for 
Lusaka province Wynte 
Kabwiku refused to com- 
ment on whether Capt. 
Solo had been arrested. It 
was not immediately clear 
whether he was acting 
alone or had support in the 
military. 

Capt Solo had said a 
National Redemption 
Council had taken over and 
he would broadcast the 
names of the new govern- 
ment at 9:00 a.m. (0700 
GMT) — but no such 
broadcast was made. 

Instead, Mr. Chiluba 
went on air to say: “Fellow 
countrymen and women, 
fellow Zambians, good 
morning. I'm happy to 
announce to the nation that 
the plans of the enemy 
have been thwarted, their 
plans to overthrow a legiti- 
mately elected government 



Frederick Chiluba 

have failed. “We are still 
firmly in control. 

“I want to pay tribute and 
thank .'our professional 
army, men and women, in 
uniform, who have done 
their very best to control 
the situation and to bring 
sanity and normalcy to our 
nation.” 

“My government was 
legitimately and democrat- 
ically elected. The pro- 
gramme and the plans that 
we set out to carry out will 
continue. 

"We shall continue to 
deliver, continue to expect 
the support of the nation. 


because there is no viable 
alternative to what we are 
doing. 

"We; know our army, our 
police , national service and 
the ge neral populace are all 
with this government. “I 
want to warn those who 
want to rise by the sword 
that they will fall by the 
sword 

The president, who is a 
ferven t Christian, used sev- 
eral 6 iblical quotes in his 
addres: s. 

“The Lord God of glory 
will gw ide this nation. Jesus 
our rook will continue to 
strengt: hen us. We shall not 


falter, we will continue to 
direct the affairs of this 
nation even with greater 
vigour and confidence. 

“I appeal to you fellow 
Zambians, unite, be res- 
olute, thwart the plans of 
the enemy. ‘We can’t go 
back to the dark ages. We 
must ever move forward.” 

This is apparently the 
second short-lived coup 
attempt in Zambia in recent 
years. In 1990. when for- 
mer president Kenneth 
Kaunda was in power, an 
army lieutenant comman- 
deered a studio at state 
radio to announce he had 
taken over the government 

It was soon discovered 
that he was acting alone, 
and was apparently drunk. 

Mr. Chiluba. 54. ousted 
Mr. Kaunda. who had ruled 
Zambia for 27 years, in 
elections in 1991. He was 
reelected for another five 
years in 1996. 

Mr. Chiluba, a diminu- 
tive former trade unionist, 
won election on a platform 
of greater democracy and 
economic reform in die 
impoverished southern 
African state. 

But his democratic cre- 
dentials were dented by a 
constitutional amendment 
last year which prevented 
Mr. Kaunda from running 
for the presidency again, 
and Ins economic reforms 
have had mixed success. 

Observers say his pro- 
gramme of privatisation of 
state industries has gone 
relatively well, but ordi- 
nary Zambians still face 
high unemployment rates 
and widespread poverty. 


Opposition: warns of early 
election over Aboriginal rights 


CANBERRA (AFP) — 
Australia's opposition 
Labour Party warned 
Tuesday it could force an 
early election over the con- 
servative government’s 
Aboriginal land rights legis- 
lation. 

"We may have to fight a 
double dissolution (elec- 
tion) on that legislation,” a 
spokesman reported Labour 
Leader Kim Beazley as 
telling a parry meeting. 

‘We don’t want to fight a 
double dissolution on it We 
believe that the parliament 
has been elected to run its 
full term.” 

The contentious piece of 
legislation is a response to 
the High Court’s 1996 Wik 


decision, which ruled that 
Aborigines can claim own- 
ership of ancestral land cur- 
rently signed away under 
farming or mining leases. In 
response, the government 
prepared a bill which would 
largely — but not totally — 
extinguish native title on the 
pastoral leases that cover 
more than 40 per cent of the 
nation. 

However, the proposed 
legislation has failed to sat- 
isfy either Aboriginal 
groups or the outraged; min- 
ing and fanning lobby. 

If the native title bill is 
rejected by the Upper 
House Senate, then resub- 
mitted three months later 
and rejected again, it will 


give the ? government the 
constituit zonal grounds for 
callings □ early "double dis- 
solution' ’ election. 

Both title government and 
the opp*. )sition have said 
they are 1 r.een to avoid such 
an electi on, to be fought 
along rac ial lines at a time 
when rac ip is becoming an 
in ere as in; gly sensitive issue 
here. 

But N It. Beazley said 
Tuesday that Labour’s dis- 
taste for an early election 
would no t sway its opposi- 
tion to the government’s 
Wik plan. . 

“There must be fairness 
and certaii ity, and you can’t 
have certa inty without fair- 
ness,” he s aid. 


Cocaine users’ weight: 
loss sheds light on hunger 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Cocaine use has long been 
associated with weight loss, 
and doctors said Monday 
they were beginning to 
understand why: the drug 
activates a gene that appears 
to play a role in suppressing 
appetite. f 

While these findings offer* 
new details about how 
cocaine affects the body, 1 
researchers said their real 
significance lay in revealing 
another piece of the com- 
plex mechanism by which 
the brain regulates appetite 
and body weight. 

Weight loss, once consid- 
ered a matter of diet and 
exercise, is increasingly 
being understood as a 
chemical process that is 
controlled by brain signals 
that create feelings of 
hunger or fullness. 

Doctors who conducted 
the cocaine research at the 
Yerkes Primate Centre at 
Emory University in 


Atlanta said they hoped this 
gene could one day be used 
in treatments for obesity 
and anorexia. 

All people have the gene, 
but researchers believe the 
use of cocaine makes it 
more active. The gene func- 
tions by triggering the pro- 
duction of a peptide; known 
as cart, for “cocaine and 
amphetamine regulated 
transcript-” In tests on ani- 
mals, this compound pro- 
duced appetite loss. 

“When we injected the 
cart peptide into the brains 
of rats, their food intake 
was significantly inhibited 

— by as much as 30 per 
cent,” Dr. Phil Lambert, 
assistant professor of psy- 
chiatry at Emory 
University, said. 

“This ... makes us think 
cart is responsible in part 
for making you feel sated 

— whether it’s after eating 
or after cocaine use.” 

Dr. Lambert stressed the 


research wa s in its very 
early stages and more tests 
would have \o be done on 
animal s be fore doctors 
began studyu ig the peptide 
in humans. ■ 

In addition, | he said the 
cart peptide w jas just one of 
many chemic; ils that regu- 
lated hunger. jin the past, 
researchers ha are had trou- 
ble developing * diet drags 
because when they inacti- 
vate one chemii sal they find 
that other parts :of the brain 
learn to compet tsate. 

Nonetheless, I Dr. Lambert 
said the study [of cocaine 
users had revet lied a gene 
researchers had inot known 
of before. He s hid he was 
eager to purs pe further 
research to see % yjhefoer the 
gene could be \\ regulated 
without cocaine. | 

The findings 
sented Monday . ; 

Society for Neiifluscience 
annual meeting i n New 
Orleans. ] 
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China blocks shipments of garbage entering its wJ liters 


BEUING (AFP) — China 
blocked the entry last year of 
200 ships loaded with trash 
from foreign countries, the 
official Xinh ua news agency 
said Tuesday. 

An unidentified state envi- 
ronmental protection official 
said China had stepped up 


checks on the importation of 
foreign garbage. 

Beijing has accused 
Washington of treating it as a 
garbage dump after several 
shipments of trash from the 
United States were found 
smuggled into China. 

A U-S- businessman was 


recently deported afo; a- being 
found guilty of import ing rub- 
bish tO S hanghai. 

The country began c racking 
down cm the smugg ling of 
trash shortly after 640 tonnes 
of imported solid was te were 
found dumped on a £w rid out- 
side Beijing in 1996. 


Indian 
youth 
to protest 
child 
labour 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Around 100,000 children will 
boycott fireworks during the 
Hindu New Year this week as 
part of a protest against child 
labour, activists said here 
Tuesday. 

R.S. Cbaurasia, the general 
secretary of the South Asian 
Coalition cm Child Servitude 
(SACCS), said a schools peti- 
tion against child labour con- 
taining between 50-60,000 
names would also be handed 
to the Indian president 
Wednesday following a 
protest march. 

“We have around 50,000 
names on the petition and we 
expect to have another 10,000 
by tomorrow” he said. 

“We have visited around 
150 schools and about 80 to 
90 per cent of foe children 
have pledged not to buy fire- 
works. This represents a real 
change in attitudes.- 

“When we started our cam- 
paign two years ago, most 
children and teachers were 
against a boycott They could 
not see how it affected them.” 

The New Year festival of 
Diwali, also called the festival 
of lights, takes place 
Thursday. It is traditionally 
celebrated by massive fire- 
work and cracker displays 
which go on for most of foe 
night 

Industry estimates say more 
than $50 mil H on are spent on 
fireworks during Diwali in 
foe Indian capital alone each 
year. 

SAACS and other activists 
say many of the fire works are 
made by children in illegal 
factories. UNICEF estimates 
say there are around 60 rad- 
ii on child labourers in India. 

Many work at home but a 
proportion of them are sold 
by their parents as bonded 
labourers, to be employed as 
virtual slaves in hazardous 
industries. 

Mt Cbaurasia added: "We 
hope that the sales of fire- 
works will be down tremen- 
dously over foe next two to 
four years. 


U.S. envoy 
suggests international 
Great Lakes conference 


NAIROBI (AFP) — U.S. 
envoy Bill Richardson 
Tuesday suggested an inter- 
national conference on 
Africa’s turbulent Great 
Lakes region to improve 
dialogue and communica- 
tions. 

Mr. Richardson, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, told reporters in 
Nairobi on the fourth leg of 
a six-nation African tour 
that such a conference 
could involve governments, 
the United Nations, the 
Organisation of African 
Unity, and "various other 
parties that deal with some 
of the various refugee and 
humanitarian problems in 
the region.” 

“We need a more integrat- 
ed approach to the Great 
Lakes region in Africa; We 
need better communica- 
tion,” he said, adding that 
one of the purposes of his 
trip was “to get the leaders 
of Africa to have better 
communication and rela- 
tionships with U.N. agen- 
cies, with the United 
States.” 

Mr. Richardson said he 
expected an agreement he 
reached with President 
Laurent Kabila of the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo Saturday to allow a 
U.N. team free movement 
to probe allegations that 
Rwandan refugees were 
massacred there would 
“stick.” 

The team was previously 
blocked by Kinshasa 
authorities, and returned to 
New York, but Mr. 
Richardson said he expect- 
ed its members to redeploy 
in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo early next month. 

“History demands that we 
learn exactly what hap- 


pened,” he said. 

“The United Nations are 
studying foe agreement I 
expect the agreement to 
stick. I am cautiously opti- 
mistic. We have been 
through this road before and 
the deal became unstuck 
previously, but I believe 
that President Kabila has 
now committed himself to 
fulfil this agreement” 

Mr. Richardson also 
spoke about the probe to 
Rwandan strongman Paul 
Kagame in Kigali Monday, 
said that although the 
Rwandan vice president 
and defence minister 
expressed reservations 
about the probe, “on the 
whole. Vice President 
Ka gam e said that Rwanda 
would cooperate in the U.N. 
investigation of the mas- 
sacres in Congo and 
Rwanda.” 

Mr. Richardson noted that 
the U.N. team would probe 
allegations of massacres 
going back to 1993 (when 
Tuisis were allegedly 
killed, prior to the alleged 
massacre of Hutus during 
the civil war in the former 
Zaire which ended last 
May) “so that there’s not a 
perception that only one 
side is being looked at.” 

“I think the international 
community, for failing to 
respond, has some responsi- 
bility too.” he added. 

In Nairobi, Mr. 
Richardson said be and 
Kenyan President Darnel 
Arap Moi “had a good one- 
hour discussion — we’re 
old friends.” 

But he said he had urged 
the president to ensure that 
upcoming elections are free 
and fair. 

He lauded pre-election 
reforms agreed recently 
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Pol Pot 
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in Vietnam 


between ruling party and 
opposition politicians, but 
said he had told Mr. Moi 
“of our concern about the 
violent interference by the 
security forces at political 
demonstrations’ and about 
the government’s refusal to 
register “a certain political 

party" , 

(The government has 
refused registration to both 
the Safina (Noah's ark) 
Party of conservationist 
Richard Leakey and others, 
and the Islamic Party of 
Kenya). 

“These actions, which are 
clearly contrary' to the spirit 
an’d letter of the reforms, 
raise questions about the 
depth of the commitment of 
the government," Mr. 
Ricbandson said. 

“We hope that the presi- 
dent's recent public asser- 
tion that political parties 
will not be harassed as they 
conduct peaceful, orderly 
meetings will be respected. 

“My government 
expects Kenyans to have 
the opportunity to choose 
their political representa- 
tives through an open 
exchange of information, 
equal access to the media 
by all political parties, free- 
dom of movement and 
assembly and a transparent 
and peaceful electoral 
process. 

“Immediate and full 
implementation of these 
reforms is now crucial to 
the credibility of Kenya’s 
election.” 

Mr. Richardson arrived in 
Kenya after visiting the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Angola and 
Rwanda. He left Nairobi for 
Ethiopia and Eritrea, and 
was due to fly on ro Geneva 
Tuesday evening. 


Man spreads AIDS to hundreds 
in rural U.S. community 


NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
HIV-positive man may have 
spread foe AIDS-cansing 
virus to hundreds of people 
by having unprotected sex 
with some 28 women, health 
authorities in western New 
York state said. 

Eleven of foe women who 
slept with foe unidentified 
man have already contracted 
HIV, Chautauqua County 
health authorities said 
Monday. 

In all, foe man is believed 
to have had relations with 28 
women without telling them 
of his condition. The women. 


in turn, may have spread foe 
HIV virus to 53 other people, 
with other 17 people being 
tested, foe officials said. 

Many of the people at risk 
are teenagers and some 
reports indicate the man may 
have traded drugs in 
exchange for sex. County 
Health Commissioner Robert 
Berke said in a statement 

The Washington Post daily 
Tuesday identified the HTV- 
canier as 20-year-old 
Nushawn Williams, who is 
currently in jail on drug 
charges in New York City. He 
was diagnosed seropositive 


in September 1996. 

Mr. Williams may be 
charged with statutory rape 
for allegedly having sex with 
a 13-year-old girl, the Daily 
said quoting foe Chautauqua 
County District Attorney. 

Local authorities decided to 
go public with the story, vio- 
lating New York state confi- 
dentiality laws protecting the 
identity of HTV-positive peo- 
ple, in view of the risk Mr. 
Williams has posed to the 
community, 120 kilometres 
south of Niagara Falls. 


Asian rights group urges crackdown 
on trafficking in women to stop AIDS 


MANILA (AFP) — 
Governments around the 
world must crack down on 
trafficking in women for 
prostitution to check the 
rapid spread of the AIDS 
epidemic, an Asian civil 
rights group said here 
Tuesday. 

“It is a myth that women 
are foe carriers of the 
HTV/AIDS virus ” foe Asian 
Women’s Human Rights 
Council said in a statement 
issued (hiring an internation- 
al AIDS conference here. 

“It is women who are most 


vulnerable ... by virtue of 
their low status in society 
and the historical, social 
cultural and economic dis- 
crimination and violence 
women suffer and thus lead 
to increasing powerlessness 
and loss of control over their 
lives and bodies.” 

To save the women and 
check the spread of the dis- 
ease, “there is an urgent need 
to combat trafficking in 
women, to expose and dis- 
mantle the international net- 
work of trafficking syndi- 
cates and agents who profit 


from trafficking,’' the group 
said. 

It gave no estimates for the 
total number of victims, say- 
ing only that it was a “mod- 
ern form of slavery” which 
often involves “debt- 
bondage. illegal confine- 
ment, forced labour, rape, 
physical/psychological vio- 
lence and exposure to 
HTV/AIDS.” 

The council said five of its 
representatives delivered 
papers at foe AIDS confer- 
ence. 


ver offending passages 
overing nearly a frill 


HANOI (AFP) — An 
interview with Pol Pot 
in the weekly Far 
Eastern Economic 
Review was heavily 
censored in Vietnam, 
where all references bv 
the former Khmer 
Rouge leader to 
Vietnamese expansion- 
ism in Cambodia were 
covered up in copies 
received here Tuesday. 

Using white correc- 
tion fluid and paper and 
glue, Vietnamese 
authorities covered 
over 

COVI 

page column in the 
copies of the magazine 
sold in international 
hotels in the capital. 

The first censored 
passage contained a 
claim by Pol Pot on the 
role of the Khmer 
Rouge that “without 
their unrelenting strug- 
gle Cambodia would 
have been swallowed 
upby Vietnam.” 

The largest section 
covered up by the cen- 
sors was a passage 
which began with Pol 
Pot saying “We had no 
other choice.... The 
Vietnamese wanted to 
assassinate me because 
they knew without me 
they could easily swal- 
low up Cambodia." 

Also covered up were 
Pol Pot's revelations 
about on the disagree- 
ment between the 
Khmer Rouge and the 
Vietnamese Communist 
Party in 1970 and his 
refusal to take com- 
mand of a combined 
Vietnamese, Laotian 
and Cambodia army to 
oust the U.S. -backed 
regime in Phnom Penh 
and Saigon. 

In the censored pas- 
sage Pol Pot also 
explains how by captur- 
ing Phnom Penh two 
weeks before the fall of 
Saigon in April 1975, 
he “saved Cambodia 
from a Vietnamese 
Communist invasion.” 
At the end of the cen- 
sored text, Pol Pot 
holds “Vietnamese 
agents” partly responsi- 
ble for the famine in 
Cambodia after the 
Khmer Rouge took 
power in Phnom Penh 
id 1975. 

The Vietnamese gov- 
ernment has already 
reacted strongly to the 
interview which first 
appeared last week, 
rejecting foe “allega- 
tions defaming 

Vietnam” by Pol PoL 
“The entire world 
knows that foe genoci- 
dal crime was extreme- 
ly ferocious and was 
condemned with indig- 
nation by the 
Cambodian people and 
the world at large,” it 
said. 

’ The Khmer Rouge 
was ousted from Phnom 
Penh in January 197 9 
and forced to retreat to 
foe jungle by fo® 
Vietnamese army, 
which installed a pro- 
Hanoi regime and kept 
troops stationed in the 
country for a decade. 


AIDS prevalence linked to 
income gap, women’s literacy 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
prevalence of AIDS infec- 
tions can be linked to gaps 
in income, women’s litera- 
cy levels and even the 
number of soldiers in a 
society, a World Bank 
senior economist said here 
Tuesday. 

Mead Over said these 
were the findings of vari- 
ous World Bank-supported 
studies. 

In a presentation at the 
4th International Congress 
on AIDS in Asia and foe 


Pacific. Mr. Over showed 
graphs indicating that 
countries which raise their 
per capita gross national 
product will be less vulner- 
able to the spread of AIDS. 

But he also said foe stud- 
ies showed that “as the gap 
between the rich and poor 
widens, foe epidemic gets 
worse.” 

Mr. Over said there was a 
relation between AIDS 
prevalence and jobs for 
women in urban areas and 
government policy should 


foster foe fair availability 
of jobs for women in urban 
areas. 

A large gap in literacy 
rates between males and 
females was “statistically 
associated with a high 
(AIDS) prevalence rate,” 
he added. 

Mr. Over also presented 
a table of sectors most 
likely to be infected with 
AIDS. It was topped by 
sex workers in brothels 
followed by patients of 
sexually-transmitted dis- 


ease clinics and then by 
sex workers in bars and 
nightclubs. 

Truckers and saitop 
were next followed by 
young military conscripts, 
Mr. Over said. . 

He said the number.*” 
soldiers within an uiban 
population could alsoy* 
linked to foe incidence^} 
AIDS cases, noting seyot" 
cases where AIDS 
dons in the military 
higher than in foe 
population. 
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World News 

Burma government blocks roads, 
stops opposition meeting 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 29, 1997 


RANGOON (R) — 

Banna’s military authori- 
ties Tuesday set up barri- 
cades and blocked opposi- 
tion leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi from holding a politi- 
cal gathering in a small 
town outside the capital, an 
opposition source and wit- 
nesses said. 

The gathering at Mayan- 
gon township, about 1 1 
Kilometres from Rangoon, 
would have been the 1991 
Nobel Peace laureate's sec- 
ond political meeting out- 
side the city since she was 
released from bouse arrest 
more than two years ago. 

Parts of the main Kaba 
Aye Pagoda road, including 
the lane leading to the 
township office of the 
National League for 
Democracy (NLD). were 
still blocked with barri- 
cades by early afternoon, 
witnesses said 

“They had a plan to hold 
a ceremony at a township 


NLD office there at 9:00 
(0230 GMT) this morn- 
ing,” a source from Ms. 
Suu Kyi's NLD Party told 
Reuters. 

'The purpose of the cere- 
mony was to reorganise the 
township NLD Youth Wing 
and Aung San Suu Kyi was 
supposed to attend it. How- 
ever, access to the venue 
was barred by barricades 
by security personnel,” he 
said. 

A statement issued by the 
ruling State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 
(SLORC) said it had 
warned Ms. Suu Kyi not to 
hold the political meeting 
because it threatened the 
peace and stability of the 
town. 

The statement said Ms. 
Suu Kyi was requested sev- 
eral times. Monday and 
Tuesday, not to bold the 
meeting. 

It said it regretted the 
decision by Ms. Suu Kyi 


and other top NLD officials 
to try to continue with the 
gathering. 

“It is very... regretful that 
in spite of the efforts the 
authorities have made in 
meeting its own commit- 
ments the NLD seems to 
have refused to meet theirs 
while it has chosen to hold 
to its rigid and confronta- 
tional approach with the 

authorities,” said the state- 
ment. released in English. 

It said Ms. Suu Kyi's 
moves not only created 
conditions that would 
embarrass the government 
but they were made with 
the intent of bringing more 
international pressure on 
the SLORC. 

Burma has been widely 
criticised for failing to 
recognise the NLD’s 
sweeping 1990 electoral 
victory. 

The statement said Ms. 
Suu Kyi could hold meet- 
ings with NLD members 


Yeltsin says changes 
in Russia irreversible 


MOSCOW (R) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin bailed 
Russia's democratic 
changes and declared them 
irreversible in a rare news- 
paper interview published 
Tuesday. 

“We have gone a very 
long way from the times we 
remember today. And 1 
believe they have gone for- 
ever” the daily Sevodyna 
quoted him as saying one 
week before the 80th 
anniversary of the Bolshe- 
vik revolution. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 66, was 
recalling events 10 years 
ago vyhen he put his career 
on die line at a secret Com- 
qujpt. Party meeting by 
denouncing a personality 
cult growing up around 
then Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Mr. Yeltsin was removed 
from the upper ranks of the 
party and he embarked on 
the path of resistance that 
resulted in him becoming 
the leader of Russia’s 
Emerging Democratic 
Movement. 


The fall from grace of the 
“October plenum” was 
short-lived. 

Mr. Yeltsin eventually 
quit the party but grew in 
the eyes of ordinary Rus- 
sians. He was elected Rus- 
sia's president in 1991, the 
Soviet Union collapsed late 
that year and democratic 
changes since then have 
transformed the face of the 
country. 

“In the last few years 
Russia has changed. The 
government’s course is 
determined by the people 
themselves. They do this 
through presidential elec- 
tions, giving their prefer- 
ence t o one candidate or_ 
another, tie salcF 

“So the ‘Yeltsin phenom- 
enon’ is already pan of his- 
tory." Mr. Yeltsin did not 
directly refer to next week's 
anniversary of the Revolu- 
tion which brought the 
communists to power in 
1917 and later gave birth to 
the Soviet Union. 

But he made clear there 
was no going back to the 


closed society of Soviet 
times. 

“We have many problems 
today but we have already 
dealt with one of them — 
we have finished with the 
dictate of the party and are 
no longer forced to think 
the same,” he said. 

The role of criticism is 
different. It is the real right 
of every person, party and 
political movement to 
express aD opinion, even if 
critical.” 

Mr. Yeltsin said it was 
“normal" that the president 
should be criticised. 

Asked about the events of 
10 years ago, Mr. Yeltsin 
-said he- had set out k> 
change the Communist 
Party for the better but the 
plenary meeting had helped 
persuade him to abandon 
that course. 

“Ten years ago I hoped 
the party would get well 
again but it was precisely 
the October plenum which 
made that hope waver,” he 
said. 


Former Australian football 
star escapes shark attack 


PERTH, Australia (AFP) — 
A former top Australian 
Rules footballer and a doctor 
friend made a lucky escape 
Tuesday when a shark 
snapped their skiboard in half 
off a Perth beach. 

Brian Sierakowrid, 51, a 
Perth lawyer; said he and 
friend Bamy Hanrahan, were 
paddling the skiboard about 
250 metres offshore at popu- 
lar Codesloe beach when the 
shark attacked. 

The first thing I knew was 
when it hit me like a car from 
the side. It was a huge shark.” 
said Mr. Sierakowski, a for- 
mer star Australian Rules 
footballer in Melbourne and 
Perth. The shark was estimat- 
ed at five metres long. 

“We were paddUng out 
there on a double ski when 
the shark, which we believe 
to be a white pointer, just bit 
the ski in half. 

Tie just missed my feet 
and, as I 
attempted to 
maintain bal- 
ance, he just 
chewed at the 
ski before his 
tail hit me 
across tiie 
head.” 

The pair were 
rescued by fel- 
low surf skiers 
only seconds 
before the shark 
attacked the ski- 
board a second 
time. 

Mn Sier- 
akowski said a 
certain tragedy 
had been pre- 
vented by the 

bravery of res- 
cuers Malcolm 
McCusker, a A damagi 
leading Western white poi 


Australia Queens’ counsel, 
and his wife Diana, and Mil- 
ton Barker. 

“Their courage was enor- 
mous,” said Mr. Sierakowski. 
“We were gone for all money, 
and for them to paddle to our 
aid when they had just seen a 
monster chomp through our 
surf ski — that was special. 

“My first reaction when the 
shark bit through, just miss- 
ing both my legs, was: ‘My 
God, this is just immense. I 
can’t fight anything this 
big’.” . . 

Mr. Sierakowski received 
the only injuries of the inci- 
dent — slight scratching to 
nose and cheek from the 
shark's heaving shoulder. 

Mr. McCusker and his wife 
paddled 50 metres to drag 
Mr. Sierakowski aboard then- 
double skiboard, while Mn 
Barker took Mr. Hanrahan 
aboard a single ski. 

Mr. McCusker later told 


beach Inspector Stephen 
Hopkins his initial reaction 
was to laugh. 

They saw the ski up-end 
and were just about to burst 
out laughing when die water 
started churning and a huge 
fin appeared,” Mr. Hopkins 
said 

“It took a cool head and a 
lot of guts to get those two 
out alive," he said “They 
were goners. They were 
lucky die shade was happy 
just to keep ripping into the 
ski.” He said the wrecked ski- 
board was a substantial 6.6 
metres long. 

“It is unusual for a shark to 
attack something that size,” 
be said 

Police said the shark, which 
they described as “still 
aggressive," was sighted 
twice again. 

They cleared the water and 
begun a hunt for the potential 
kfllec 



A damaged surf-ski is collected after it was attockedby a five metre 
wbi^pointer shark at Cottesloe Beach near Perth (Renter photo) 


from townships at her 
home, but it did not want 
her to travel and possibly 
cause unrest. 

Ms. Suu Kyi could not be 
reached for comment. An 
aide ar her house told 
Reuters by telephone she 
was still out in the town- 
ship. NLD sources said Ms. 
Suu Kyi stayed at Mayan- 
gon for two hours in case 
die meeting was allowed to 
take place. 

Last week Ms. Suu Kyi 
— who has been under 
close surveillance, with her 
movements limited since 
last December — was 
allowed to meet NLD 
youth members and speak 
in a different township a 
few miles outside Ran- 
goon. 

Analysts had said the 
move could have been be a 
possible easing of tension 
between the military gov- 
ernment and the opposition 
movement. 

Shy French 
twins pair 
up to steal 
cooking 
accolade 

PARIS (R) — Twin brothers 
wowed judges with their 
‘Tour-handed" cooking flair 
to be awarded the Chef of the 
Year title by France's presti- 
gious Gault-MOlau restaurant 
guide Tuesday. 

Laurent and Jacques Pour- 
cel’s Jardin des Sens (Garden 
of the Senses) restaurant in 
die southern city of Montpel- 
ber specialises in Mediter- 
-ranean- -cooking,- served in 
what used to be a bourgeois 
family borne. 

The guide praised the 
brothers' “four-handed cook- 
ing”, saying they were a per- 
fect match. 

“One is a virtuoso of 
entires, fowl and meat while 
the other is skilled with fish 
and desserts,” it said. 

Calling them shy but tire- 
less, the guide said the twins 
had the work-rate of four 
chefs and the imagination of 
eight 

Gauh-Millau awarded its 
top rating — symbolised by 
four traditional white chef's 
caps or “toques" — to 13 
restaurants compared with 12 
a year ago. 

Back on die list after a year 
in the culinary wilderness 
was renowned chef Alain 
Ducasse, who runs the 
restaurant Alain Ducasse in 
the Parc Victor Hugo Hold in 
Paris’ upmarket 16th district 
Ducasse took over the 
restaurant from legendary 
cooking genius Joel Robu- 
chon in August last year after 
Robuchoa 51, hung up his 
apron and retired. 

As Ducasse had only been 
in business a little while, be 
did not receive the coveted 
four toques in last year's 
awards. 

Another newcomer to the 
realm of the four toques was 
L’Ambroisie, a classic Paris 
restaurant on the 17th century 
Place des Vbsges where Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac took 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
far a quiet dinner with their 
wives last year 
The man behind the food 
there is chef Bernard Pacaud, 
whom the guide describes as 
“a model of perfectionism 
and regularity." 

The guide draws attention 
to younger chefs, nominating 
12 regional experts who, it 
says, hold the future of 
French haute cuisine in their 
hands. 

But tiie GauJt-Millau guide 
is not just about food for (be 
fabulously rich. It focuses as 
well on restaurants that offer 
quality meals at a good price. 

The guide's editors say this 
is because they want to 
reflect the changes in peo- 
ple’s standards of living. 

Haute cuisine has Suffered 
as an economic slowdown 
has forced the French to 
tighten tteir belts and 
become disciples of the sim- 
ple life. 


Jiang tours Williamsburg, 
en route to Clinton summit 


WILLIAMSBURG, Vir- 
ginia (AFP) — Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin was 
expected to take in the 
sights of colonial Williams- 
burg Tuesday before head- 
ing to Washington to meet 
with President Bill Clinton, 

Mr. Jiang, 71, accompa- 
nied by his wife Wang 
Yeping and some 80 offi- 
cials, arrived here from 
Honolulu late Monday. 
They were greeted by a 
crowd of some 100 people 
to the tune of an 18th-cen- 
tury military march by the 
Williamsburg Fife and 
Drum Corps. 

He is expected to tour the 
sights of this colonial city 
leaving in the afternoon for 
Washington. 

The Chinese leader is 
scheduled to meet officially 
with Mr. Clinton Wednes- 
day, but U.S. officials quot- 
ed” in the Washington Post 
Daily said the two leaders 
would meet informally at 
the White House late Tues- 
day. 

The meeting would allow 
Mn Clinton to get acquaint- 
ed with the Chinese leader 
ahead of their summit, the 
Daily said. 

Mr. Jiang earlier Monday 
left Hawaii where he began 
his eight-day tour of the 
United Stares the day 
before. While he was air- 
borne, China’s ambassador 


to the United Nations in 
New York signed an 
international human rights 
covenant in a timely effort 
to mollify critics of China’s 
human rights record. 

The International 

Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights 
obliges signatories to pro- 
tect citizens from discrimi- 
nation. 

Significantly Beijing has 
still not committed itself to 
a similar U.N. covenant on 
freedom of speech, reli- 
gion, and assembly. 

In Hawaii Mr. Jiang had 
his first brush with protest- 
ers who have vowed to dog 
his U.S. visit, the first by a 
Chinese president since 
China’s People’s Libera- 
tion Army crushed pro- 
democracy student demon- 
strations in Beijing’s 
Tiananmen Square in June 
1989 with a heavy loss of 
life. 

About 200 demonstrators 
demanded human rights 
and freedom for Tibet out- 
side a formal dinner Sun- 
day and some 50 pro-Tai- 
wanese protesters were 
camped outside Mr. Jiang’s 
hotel. 

Taiwan, which China 
considers a breakaway 
province, is a sensitive 
issue with Washington. The 
United Stales maintains ties 
with Taipei but espouses 


"one China" policy. 

The Chinese secret ser- 
vice reportedly asked their 
U.S. counterparts to step in 
and arrest the protesters but 
were turned down. In 
Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokesman James 
Rubin defended demon- 
strators’ right to freedom of 
speech. 

j Mr. Jiang will have to get 
used to seeing demonstra- 
tors as an unprecedented 
coalition of human rights, 
labour, religious and envi- 
ronmental groups have 
.staged public protests in 
each stop of the Chinese 
leader's U.S. tour. 

, The protest move, “Let 
■Freedom Ring: Protests of 
Human Rights Abuses in 
China and Tibet,” includes 
U.S. lawmakers, leading 
Chinese dissidents and 
Hollywood actors. At a din- 
ner in his honour in Hon- 
olulu, Mr. Jiang said his 
summit with Mr. Clinton 
would focus on bilateral 
ties into the 21st century to 
“usher our relations into a 
new stage.” 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Jiang 
are expected to announce 
an accord opening up the 
Chinese nuclear power 
market, worth more than 
$50 billion to II.S. compa- 
nies. following Beijing’s 
pledge to end nuclear coop- 
eration with other countries 


including Iran. 

Mr. Jiang is due to meet 
congressional leaders in 
Washington Thursday and 
though some members of 
Congress have voiced con- 
cern about the way Mr. 
Jiang is being welcomed 
with open arms by Wash- 
ington, Senare Majority 
Leader Trent Lon said he 
was looking forward to the 
chance for an exchange of 
views. 

Mr. Lon said he would 
raise concerns about human 
rights, nuclear prolifera- 
tion, trade and religious 
persecution. “We will make 
these points.” he said. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, speak- 
ing on NBC Television 
Sunday, insisted that Wash- 
ington would raise the issue 
of human rights with Bei- 
jing, though it will not be 
the focus of this visit 

Thursday Mr. Jiang 
leaves Washington for 
Philadelphia and a tour of 
Independence Hall, then he 
visits tiie New York Stock 
Exchange Friday, and 
delivers a speech at Har- 
vard University in Boston 
Saturday. 

Sunday he travels to Los 
Angeles, where he will 
iqeet with industry leaders 
and sign some SI. 4 billion 
in contracts before return- 
ing lo China. 


Indonesia fires 'to rage for up to 3 more months' 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Forest 
and bush fires will continue to 
rage around Indonesia for up 
to three more months, a senior 
official said as reported Tues- 
day. 

“I think fire-fighting activi- 
ties will stop in two OEt three 
months’ time as U.N. climate 
experts have predicted rains 
will fall in two or three 
months," Azwar Anas, the 
head of the National Disaster 
Control Board said as quoted 


by tiie Antara news agency. 

International assistance has 
been pouring in to help 
Indonesia quell the fires that 
according to some non- gov- 
ernmental estimates, have 
affected or destroyed 1.7 mil- 
lion hectares of land. 

Mr. Anas, who is also coor- 
dinating minister for people’s 
welfare, presided over a cere- 
mony Monday to receive 
$67,000 worth of fire-fighting 
equipment from France, 


while Japan loaned two heli- 
copters and 43 crew members 
to help extinguish the blazes 
in Lampung. South Sumatra. 

Provinces on Sumatra are 
now the areas worst hit by the 
noxious smog that has 
plagued the westernmost 
island and Kalimantan on the 
Indonesian side of Borneo for 
the past several months. 

Visibility levels fell to zero 
in Rengat, in the Sumatran 
province of Riau. and in the 


neighbouring province of 
iambi, while visibility in six 
other cities on the island was 
also severely reduced, Putut 
of the National Meteorology 
and Geophysics Office told 
AFP Tuesday. 

Mn Putut said light rains 
had brought temporary relief 
to Central and South Kali- 
mantan and the Island of 
Biak, off the coast of Irian 
Jaya, the country’s eastern- 
most province. 
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Aiming for lasting peace 


THE SECOND visit that Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov made to Syria 
on Monday suggests that Syrian-Israeli 
peace track is possible. If Mr. Primakov’s 
efforts succeed in bringing the two coun- 
tries back to the negotiating table that 
would be a big boost for the image of the 
Russian Federation as an active player in 
the Middle Eastern peace process. Israel, 
the Russians seem to suggest, could be 
more forthcoming on the Syrian and 
Lebanese fronts than on the Palestinian 
track where the Israeli hard-line govern- 
ment is not willing to compromise. 

Since Israel knows too well that its north- 
ern border with Lebanon will not see peace 
without a deal with Damascus, Tel Aviv 
might be willing to reengage the Syrians 
especially since more and more Israelis of 
different political persuasions are pressing 
for a withdrawal from southern Lebanon. 
An orderly Israeli withdrawal obviously 
cannot be attained without an accord with 
Syria. But such a deal should also mean 
that sooner or later Israel must also with- 
draw from the Golan Heights. Israeli lead- 
ers cannot escape from the fact that the 
ultimate price for peace with Syria entails 
the complete withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Syrian areas. 

A deal between Israel on the one side and 
Syria and Lebanon on the other would 
leave the Palestinians in a most vulnerable 
position. It is therefore more than proba- 
ble that Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu is deliberately seeking a solu- 
tion with the Syrians in order to blackmail 
the Palestinian National Authority into an 
early submission to his dictates. That 
notion did not escape the mind of Mr. 
Primakov who during his meeting with 
President Yasser Arafat this week Insisted 
that the peace process should result in the 
Palestinians establishing their own state. 

We trust therefore that our American 
and Russian friends would act wisely and 
put pressure on the Israeli government to 
convince it that without peace on all the 
fronts there can be no lasting peace 
between Arabs and Israelis. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Dustour Arabic daily blasted Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu for observing the third 
anniversary of the Jordan-Israel peace treaty by 
announcing his intention to discuss with his mini sters 
whether or not to prevent work on the restoration of AI 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem, thus acting as if this is a 
domestic Israeli affair and one that does not affect a bil- 
lion Muslims. Netanyahu made the announcement fol- 
lowing extremist Israeli groups' open declaration to 
prevent any maintenance of the shrine as conducted by 
the Awqaf department, said the paper. The statements 
constitute an infringement on Arab and Muslim rights 
to restore the holy shrines which have been subjected 
to repeated Israeli digs and assaults, the paper added. It 
said that under the peace treaty Jordan maintains the 
right of guardianship of the Muslim holy places in 
Jerusalem. According to Al Dustour. the Israeli state- 
ments top the list of the Jewish stare's provocations and 
flagrant violations of the peace treaty and come on the 
heels of a Mossad attempt on the life of a Hamas offi- 
cial in Amman. If anything, it said, these statements 
reflect Israel's disregard for any peace accord with any 
Arab party and drives one more nail in the coffin of the 
peace process. 


AI Ra’i’s Tareq Masarweh believes that no one in the 
Middle East considers Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov’s tour in the region a serious attempt 
to revive Moscow’s mission as a co-sponsor of the 
peace process. Russia which has forfeited its role as 
peace maker has been continually giving way to the 
Americans allowing Washington to deal with the mis- 
sion single handedly. Masarweh said. The writer said 
Israel accepted Thai Russia serve as a partner in the 
peace process alongside the U.S. because it was clear 
that Moscow would support all U.S. moves in the 
region, but rejected a European political role while it 
accepted European financing of the process. The 
Russians, like the Arabs, are seeking to please the 
Americans, and for that purpose they dismantled the 
eastern bloc, accepted American aid and abandoned 
their friends in the Security Council, said Masarweh. 
While welcoming Primakov, the Arabs hope that his 
mission will be crowned with success, the writer said. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James J. Zogby 


Arab Americans in the U.S. 1 997 elections 


ALTHOUGH 1997 is considered an off year 
for electoral politics, Arab Americans are 
deeply engaged in key campaigns across the 

In the two key gubernatorial races to be 
decided this year, Arab Americans are organis- 
ing campaign activity and in 12 other states 
Arab Americans are r unni ng for several posts 
with strong community support. 

Heading the list of seats to be filled in 1997 
are the governorships of Virginia and New 
Jersey. In both states Arab Americans are well 
organised and participating in both the 
Democratic and Republican campaigns. 

In Virginia the Arab American Democrats and 
Arab American Republicans will host their 
10th annual candidates* night to which both 
parties’ candidates for Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, and Attorney General have been 
invited as have the candidates for the State 
House of Delegares. More than 27 candidates 
for office have so far confirmed their atten- 
dance at the event, which has become recog- 
nised as one of the staple political events in the 
state. 

The New Jersey community effort is newer 
but still significant. After her controversial visit 
to Israel earlier this year. New Jersey’s 
Republican Governor Christine Whitman 
began an outreach effort to the Arab American 
community. This culminated in the creation of 
an Arab American Advisory Commission to the 
Republican Party. On the Democratic side, 
Arab American Democrats play a leading role 
in the state’s Democratic Ethnic Coordinating 
Committee. 

Heading the list of Arab Americans running 
for office across the U.S. are five candidates for 


mayor. 

Joseph Ganim, listed recently as one of the 
U.S.’ top 25 mayors, is seeking a fourth terra in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. Joan Saliba of 
Hartwell. Georgia and Ruth Joseph of 
Waterville Maine are also running for reelec- 
tion as mayor of their communities. 

State Senator Dan Issa is running for mayor 
of Central Falls. Rhode Island with strong sup- 
port from the srale's leadership. In Houston. 
Texas, six-year city council member, Helen 
Bishara Huey is running for mayor in the city’s 
non-partisan election. 

Other key Arab American candidates include: 

• Jeanine Ferris Piiro running for reelection 
as District Attorney in Westchester County'. 
New York. Pino, who gained national recogni- 
tion last year, has recently been discussed as a 
possible Lieutenant Governor candidate in 
New York in 1998. 

• Anthony Shaheen is seeking reelection to 

New York’s Supreme Court. — 

• Ben Baroody a Stare Representative is run- 
ning for Alderman in his hometown of 
Manchester. New Hampshire. Baroody also 


serves as the chair of the Manchester 
Democratic Party and is looking into a run as 
Manchester's mayor in 1999. As New 
Hampshire is the first state to conduct the U.S. 
presidential primary elections, the mayor of 
New Hampshire's capital city can play in 
important role in national politics in the vear 
2000, 

• Ray Hanania. a journalist and long-time 
Arab American activist, is running for 
Chicago’s School Board. 

• Dr. Charles Ara is running for School Board 
in Los Angeles. 

The centre of Arab American political activi- 
ty in the 1997 off-year elections will be in 
Dearborn, Michigan where this year a record 
number of Arab American candidates will com- 
pete for city-wide posts. 

There are five Arab Americans among the 14 
candidates for the seven city council posts and 
there are two Arab Americans running among 
the four candidates for the two school board 
positions. 

Suzanne Sareini is an incumbent city council 
member running for ree lection. Joining her are 
Robert Abraham, Abdul Mackie (who was 
elected chair of Dearborn’s Republican club). 
Dr. Hussein Abdel-Haq, and George Duranv. 

The two Arab American candidates for 
Dearborn's Board of Education are Kalid 
Kalid. the city's first Yemeni American to run 
for office and Dr. Abdul Saadi. 

What is important here is that these seven 
candidates were all winners in the September 
Dearborn primary election beating out dozens 
of other candidates for the city positions. By 
their victory in the primary election and their 
position on the November ballot- they have 
clearly established the importance of the Arab 
Americans vote in this southeast Michigan city. 

The fact was brought home just a few weeks 
ago at the annual banquet of the Arab American 
Chamber of Commerce in Michigan. 
Michigan’s governor and the State’s two sena- 
tors attended and all spoke at length of the 
importance of the Arab American community 
and recognised its growing political and eco- 
nomic power in Michigan and the nation. 

Given all of this, however, the situation for 
Arab Americans is not without difficulty. In 
pan due to growing Arab American political 
involvement, some politicians both seek com- 
munity support while reacting in negative ways 
to what they perceive as a threat from this 
emerging voting block. 

In Cleveland, the increasingly organised Arab 
American business community has come to 
play a strong role in city elections. Upset at the 
mayor’s level of concern for their needs and 
some past activities taken by the mayor which 
they perceived as hostile, the Arab Americans 
organised strong support for several city coun- 
cil candidates and for a candidate opposing the 


mayor's reelection bid. 

Recently aides to the mayor have been send- 
ing out feelers to the Arab .Americans promis- 
ing greater responsiveness in exchange for an 
Arab American endorsement for his reelection. 

Much the same has happened in Dearborn. 
There the issue was a campaign for term- limits 
— an effort to pass a city- wide referendum lim- 
iting elected officials to only two terms in 
office. While the referendum was placed on the 
ballot with strong support from all segments of 
the city, the initiative has been identified with 
some .Arab Americans who are most active on 
its behalf. 

The campaign for term-1 imits is a national 
phenomenon and has passed in some 27 states. 
Arab Americans in Dearbon have legitimate 
grievances. Although they comprise over 20 
per cent of the city's population and over 40 per 
cent of the city's school enrolment, Arab 
Americans only hold a few per cent of the 
city's police and staff positions and feel that 
they do not receive an adequate share of the 
city's budget and services. 

While the situation can change if this year 
more .Arab Americans are elected to city 1 coun- 
cil and the school board, those members of the 
community supporting term-limits have their 
eyes set on a different way of displaying their 
concern. 

The mayor and some of his allies, while 
needing .Arab American voter support (in fact 
the mayor is being challenged bv an Arab 
American who is given little chance of winning 
in November), want to defeat the term-limit 
initiative. They have circulated some highly 
inflammatory literature and made some state- 
ments that have inflamed not only Arab 
Americans but resulted in their being 
denounced in newspaper articles for defamato- 
ry attacks on Arab Americans. 

At the same time that they are attacking the 
initiative and its sponsors, however, the city 
officials have reached out to other leaders in the 
community offering campaign promises to sup- 
port greater access and empowerment for the 
city's growing Arab American community. 

Regardless of the outcome of this battle, the 
continued growth of the Arab American com- 
munity and its increasing political power 
remains an important fact that can be observed 
in the 1997 elections setting the stage for even 
greater possibilities in 1998. 

Next year already a record number of Arab 
Americans will be running for national office. 
In addition to the six incumbent Arab American 
congressmen, three Arab American challengers 
with strong chances for success have 
announced their candidacies for Congress and 
at least one Arab American has announced for 
a U.S. Senate seat and one for a gubernatorial 
race. 


High time for human rights in the Mideast peace equation 


By Sten Andersson 
and Thomas Hammarberg 


STOCKHOLM — Benyamin 
Netanyahu's meeting with Yasser 
Arafat earlier this month was a wel- 
come gesture, but was it anything 
more? 

That same week Prime Minister 
Netanyahu ‘‘clarified” that the set- 
tlements on occupied territory 
would continue expanding. As long 
as this position remains, iris unlike- 
ly that talks could progress beyond 
meetings to discuss meetings. 

The Israeli government conditions 
peace talks on security for its popu- 
lation. That seems logical, but con- 
crete actions have almost derailed 
the Oslo process — and have fos- 
tered more insecurity. 

Mr. Netanyahu has given the 
potential terrorist a huge carrot He 
has made clear that if a bomb 
explodes again there will be no talks 
and further hardship for people in 
the occupied territories — precisely 
what the extremists aim for. 

The Palestinians have obtained no 
hearing for their quest for “peace 
with justice.” That certainly is a 
mistake, if peace is indeed wanted. 
There can be no lasting conciliation 
as long as the weaker side is humil- 
iated and collectively punished by 
the side with power Peace and 
human rights are interrelated. 

Both of us have a long history of 
friendship in Israeli society. We 


have been all more sad to learn of 
the gradual undermining in Israel of 
basic human rights principles. 

The policy of extrajudicial execu- 
tions abroad is of course unaccept- 
able even if seen as a means against 
terrorism. There are other examples. 

The ruling by the High Court of 
Justice late last year to allow brutal 
interrogation methods, otherwise 
called torture, was a most disap- 
pointing signal. What was required 
instead was a clear decision to stop 
the widespread practice of such 
"moderate physical pressure” as 
violent shaking and suspending 
shackled prisoners in painful posi- 
tions. 

The number of Palestinians in 
“administrative detention” without 
trial has gone up again and is now 
420. They are in addition to 3,500 
sentenced and 500 others under 
arrest 

The occupation policy not only 
violates international law, it has 
serious human rights implications. 
Land confiscation and what now 
appears as systematic ethnic cleans- 
ing in East Jerusalem deprive ordi- 
nary Palestinians of their right of 
residence and livelihood. 

House demolitions and repeated 
closures of Gaza and other 
Palestinian areas are nothing but 
collective punishments of inno- 
cents. 

Brutal riot control methods, with 
shoo tin 2 of rubber bullets and live 


ammunition, continue. Of the 58 
people killed during the violent 
unrest in September last year, 15 
were children. 

The settlement policy threatens 
any possibility of peaceful solution 
of the underlying problems, includ- 
ing the issue of Palestinian 
refugees. Already there are 5,000 
settlers in Gaza, 150.000 in the 
West Bank and 160,000 in the West 
Bank and 160,000 to 200.000 in 
East Jerusalem. 

At the same time, ±e movements 
of Palestinians are restricted. In the 
West Bank they live in bantustan- 
like areas surrounded by Israeli 
checkpoints. 

Palestinian human rights groups 
have protested against all these 
injustices. However, they have had • 
reason also to turn against their own 
administration. They have seen 
unacceptable abuses committed by 
the Palestinian police. Horrific tor- 
ture has been used during interroga- 
tion. It is reliably reported that 15 
prisoners have died in custody dur- 
ing the last three years. 

Pressure on the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) to crack 
down on terrorists has not con- 
tributed to human rights atmos- 
phere. Little distinction has been 
made between proven culprits and 
people with just general fundamen- 
talist and anti-Israeli views. 

Security courts have been estab- 
lished and summary procedures 


introduced that fall short of mini- 
mum standards for a fair trial. These 
methods create further bitterness 
and of course do not rid the area of 


terrorism. 

Clearly, the PNA is responsible 
for this policy. Bui those who rec- 
ommended the “tough actions” 
should also account for their part of 
this debacle. We hope that the time 
has come for a rethinking of the 
one-dimensional approach to secu- 
rity. 

The basic idea behind the 1993 
Declaration of Principles was to 
build confidence step by step 
between the two peoples. This is 
still sound thinking, but it cannot 
happen without respect for human 
rights. 

The point is. not new. In the 
Interim Agreement on the West 
Bank and Gaza signed in 
Washington two years ago, the two 
sides agreed to show “due regard to 
internationally accepted norms and 
principles of human rights and the 
rule of law.” 


Mr. Andersson. a former foreign 
minister of Sweden, now chairs die 
Olaf Palme International Centre. 
Thomas Hammarberg. a former 
secretary general of Amnesty 
International, advises the Swedish 
government on humanitarian 
issues. They contributed this per- 
sonal comment to the International 
Herald Tribune. 
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Looking for an absentee ballot 


To the Editor: 


I AM a Ph.D. candidate at Illinois Institute of Technology 
in Chicago and have a question about the right of 
Jordanians residing overseas to vote in all elections in 
Jordan. As a Jordanian living overseas. I often feel home- 
sick for my beloved country. But through the Internet I and 
others can feel get a sense of home. What is missing is our 
role in activities taking place in Jordan. 

The questions 1 address to the decision makers are : 
Why is it that Jordanians living abroad have no right to 
vote? Why has this issue not been considered? Several 
other countries make provisions for their citizens abroad 
to participate in their elections through their embassies. I 
hope that by the next elections in 2001, we, the Jordanians 
residing abroad, will be able to exercise our right to vote 
in the Kingdom's polls. 


Abdelaziz Lafi Al Khlaifat 
Chicago, Illinois 
USA. 


IT T 
OCCURRED 
TO ME... 


The 

Jordanian 

way 


By Ali Kassav 


ONE OF the most pleasur- 
able asp^xts of living in 
Jordan is that there j& 
always a surprise around 
the comer. One could 
almost say that there is 
never a dull moment. With 
great inventiveness, life in 
Jordan seems always to 
present you with situations 
that defy logic and soar 
beyond the wildest flights 
of the imagination. 
Behaviour that baffles the 
sane is accepted by all and 
sundry as normal. It is just 
the Jordanian way. 

Take, for instance, this 
column. When I started to 
write it I wondered if I 
would be able to find new 
topics to parody every 
week for any length of 
time. I soon discovered 
that the task would be 
much simpler than I had 
first imagined. In fact 
there was" no need for the 
exaggeration that is essen- 
tia] for farce. All one 
needs to do is to take the 
reality of life in Jordan, 
tone it down a bit so as not 
to tax the reader’s capacity 
for suspension of disbelief, 
and describe thal. 
Moreover, there is never a 
shortage of subject matter. 
Every time I describe a sit- 
uation that seems absurd 
enough, a friend of mine 
rops ft with a similar expe- 
rience that is even more 


preposterous. 

This happened a few 
weeks ago when I 
described my experience 
with Royal Jordanian, the 
last time' I flew to Europe. 
The following day a friend 
of mine came to me with 


an even more amazing 
stoiy. It seems that around 
the same time he happened 
to be at the airport to see 
off an older friend who 
was travelling first class. 

The traveller was duly 
escorted to the appropriate 
lounge where he was 
checked in. relieved of his 
baggage which would be 
loaded on board by the 
responsible personnel, 
then he was requested to 
proceed to the first class 
departure lounge. This he 
did. but the baggage 
remained exactly where he 
had left it. 

About an hour later, his 
escort who stayed on in the 
certainty that something 
would go wrong, began to 
worry, but his increasingly 
persistent and frantic 
inquiries about the fate of 
the luggage received one 
response from officials: 
“It is our responsibility, 
and we shall take care of it 
in good time.” 

Finally, with hardly any 
time for take-off, he w-ent 
directly to the porter and 
asked when the bags 
would be taken on board. 
The porters said that he 
had a backache and he 
could not carry them with- 
out a cart, which costs half 
a dinar to rent, which he 
could not afford to pay 
from his meagre salary, 
what with a wife and sev- 
eral children to feed ..-etc. 
etc. 

Well, of course he was 
given half a dinar plus a tip 
to help him bear the com- 
bined burdens of the rising 
cost of living and the lug- 
gage, whereupon his 
aching back showed a 
remarkable recovery that 
would have drawn a smile 
of pride from the best of 
surgeons. So, not only 
was the baggage taken 
away, it was even loaded 
on the correct aeroplane 
and everybody lived hap - 
pily ever after. 

But all of this could no* 
have been achieved with- 
out some unnecessary 
delay, and an incremental 

rise in the blood pressm® 
of someone, in this case 
the escort. It is just the 
Jordanian way. 
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M tvs/'c as a sc/?oo/ subject needs more attention 



Young students of the National Music Conservatory perform in a violin recital (file photo) 


By Richard Tanner 

MUSIC IS of course a minor 
subject in nearly all schools. 
More important subjects like 
maths and science, languages 
and humanities grab die lion's 
share of the time, leaving 
music with no more than 5 per 
cent Yet music is surely as 

essential to living as any of the 
other subjects. Brought up in a 
musical family, I cannot imag- 
ine life without playing or 
singing or listening to music 
—I was never taught to com* 
pose. 

Time apart, there are some 
rough decisions to be made 
about school music. Is it to be 
Arabic or Western, or Indian 
or North African with which 
Arabia was closely linked? 
Not all these; time's short 
enough already. Even if it 
wasn’t, there wouldn't be the 
expertise to do them all jus- 
tice. Even supposing there 
were, how should the teacher 
choose between singing and 
playing, listening and com- 
posing? Making music with 
whole classes of youngsters 
depends on large group activi- 
ties: choral singing, band 
practice and so on. Basic skills 
tau ght collectively ensure that 
progress is slow and that most 
young performers soon give 
up. Even if schools could 
afford keyboards and guitars, 
violins and trumpets — 
cheaper than computers I sus- 
pect — it's hard to imagine 
even half-classes learning 
together I recall a Canadian 
teaching a ‘‘big band" to play 
one lesson a day for a .year, 
remarkable though the end-of- 
year conceits were, his class 
had no singing, litde active lis- 
tening and no composition 


practice. 

High quality performance 
requires individual or small 
group tuition, usually support- 
ed by families outside the 
classroom. The costs of instru- 
ments and scores, of regular 
coaching, puts its beyond the 
reach of most families, even if 
the daily practice doesn’t send 
them mad. And if, after four or 
five years’ training, the child 
becomes really competent, 
she/he will want to join a 
small group or travel for more 

expensive lessons, difficult in 
Amman and well-nigh impos- 
sible elsewhere. 

Sadly, we’ve no real tradi- 
tion of Western classical 
music. Arab music seems 
stuck in Mamluk times, mere 
folk music; yet to adopt West- 
ern music would not only 
involve economic costs of 
importing instruments and 
scores, players and com- 
posers, recordings and teach- 
ers, it would have cultural 
costs as well. Even it" Amman 
could be transformed into a 
Salzbutg or a Prague, that 
would hardly be acceptable to 
most Jordanians. 

Perhaps, then, Jordan 
should adopt an elitist 
approach. As the cathedral 
closes of England echo with 
church music learnt in choir 
schools which feed choral 
scholars into public schools 
and Oxbridge, so might spe- 
cialist music centres serve the 
needs of talented youngsters 
here. Providing foci of musi- 
cal education, they would 
need to disseminate their 
musicali ty to benefit Jordan. 
Hearing good music is no 
longer difficult — tapes and 
CDs plus FM radio from 
across the Jordan are readily 


available — it's the malting of 
it that’s tricky. The Russian 
Couit 250 years ago imported 
musicians from the West to 
produce Tchaikovsky and 
reinvent ballet. Is Jordan in 
need of such a fairy godmoth- 
er? 

For surely music in schools 
is a Cinderella. Unimportant 
as a subject, it’s culturally dan- 
gerous to address the issues. 
Who dare consign Arab music 
to the sidelines and promote 
Western music in its place? 
Who will choose between 
elitism and general medioc- 
rity? Can the balance be 
struck between vocal ami 
instrumental music, between 
performing and listening, 
reading and composition? 
What is the place of solo, 
small group and full sympho- 
ny music, of opera and ballet? 
Who chooses Bach over Pur- 
cell, Beethoven ova- Mozart. 
Stravinsky over Brahms or 
Britten over Gershwin? 

Assuming a new pro- 
gramme can be agreed, who 
will teach it? Musicians aren’t 
too keen — all those solitary 
hours of practice make, them 
too introspective perhaps — 
and non-musicians don’t real- 
ly know bow. It’s a rare prin- 
cipal who’s a musician, so 
through ignorance or apathy, 
pressed by the million other 
jobs, most opt fra- die easy 
way out Given the difficul- 
ties, who can blame them? 

And yet, full enrichment of 
the individual requires music, 
more than shouting in unison. 
clapping and beating die tabla. 
More too than the decadent 
Western caccopfaony I bear 
around me as I write, blaring 
from the stereo in the flat 
opposite and die cars passing 


by. These tell me that people 
are desperate for music, it's 
part of living. But quality liv- 


ing requires quality music; 
society should help schools 
feed their students a richer 


fere. Love of music should not 
be restricted to musical fami- 
lies; schools should be offer- 


ing real musical opportunities 
to all their pupils. However, I 
fear that nothing short of a 


total renaissance will be need- 
ed before Cinderella can go to 
the ball. 


Campaign cash the ticket 

By James Robinson 

Age nee Frunce-Presse 


House ‘coffees’? 


WASHINGTON — More than .100 
times during the 1996 U.S. presidential 
campaign, select groups of mostly 
Democratic Party donors drank coffee, 
ate pastries and talked with U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. 

But at what price? 

The intimate gatherings in the his- 
toric White House Map Room are the 
latest focus of the U.S. Senate’s probe 
into improper and illegal campaign 
fund-raising practices, many of them 
involving Asians and Asian- Americans 
in last year’s reelection of Mr. Clinton. 

U.S. law bars the solicitation of cam- 
paign money using government prop- 
erty. That includes telephones, which 
has got Vice President AJ Gore into 
trouble over fund-raising phone calls 
he made from his office, as well as 


places like the White House Map 
Room itself. 

While no money exchanged hands at 
the coffee events themselves, those 
invited to them have contributed 
almost $27 million to the Democratic 
Party. 

In the face of mounting testimony 
and documentation connected to the 
coffees, recently one Democratic sena- 
tor agreed with what Republicans have 
been saying all along — that the events 
were in essence fund raisers. 

Senator Joseph Lieberman said the 
documents “shout out at us that money 
was being raised around these events” 
if not at die events themselves. 

With the Senate probe into fund rais- 
ing so far having failed to catch the 
U.S. public's attention. Republicans 
were visibly ecstatic at Mr. Lieber- 
man's comments. 

While the Republicans have so far 


failed to prove the assertion they made 
in July that there was a Chinese plan to 
influence the 1996 US elections, they 
are becoming more successful in build- 
ing a case against members of the Clin- 
ton administration on possible viola- 


tions of U.S. election laws. 

Recent revelations, including Mr. 
Gore’s involvement in fund raising, 
have stepped up pressure on Attorney 
General Janet Reno to appoint an inde- 
pendent counsel to investigate the 


to White 

fund-raising affair. If; ..she does, the 
probe is certain to damage the Democ- 
ratic Party as it goes into the 2000 
presidential campaign season as well 
as Mr. Gore, for now the party’s prob- 
able nominee. 


Last Tuesday, the Senate Investigat- 
ing Committee released Democratic 
Party records showing that officials 
were targeting specific amounts of 
money in connection with the coffees. 

For many of the White House cof- 


fees. including one held June 18, 1996, 
the goal was $400,000. 

On that afternoon, an Asian-Ameri- 
can business consultant, Pauline Kan- 
chanalak, escorted officials with the 
Thai CP Group conglomerate into the 
White House. On that same day Kan- 
chanalak contributed $50,000 to the 
Democratic Party, as well as another 
$ 85,000 the following day and $50,000 
more a few days later. 

Most Democrats have maintained 
that the coffees were not fund raisers, 
noting there was no price for admis- 
sion to them. And they have mounted 
what Republicans deride as the 
“incompetence defence”, saying the 
June 18 coffee could not have been a 
fund raiser because a Republican was 
invited. 

That Republican — Karl Jackson, 
who was a top aide to ex-vice Presi- 
dent Dan Quayle — has told the Senate 


committee that controversial Democra- 
tic fund raiser John Huang asked for 
money at the coffee event. 

“Elections cost money — lots and 
lots of money, and I'm sure every per- 
son in this room will want to support 
the reelection of President Clinton,” 
Jackson recalled Huang saying. 

Democrats at the coffee said they did 
not recall hearing that statement 
Whether or not money was directly 
solicited at the White House coffees, 
the privilege of chatting with the pres- 
ident appears to have done the job of 
generating campaign money. 

An analysis by the newspaper USA 
Today of Federal Election Commission 
reports showed that of those who 
attended the coffees. 17 individuals or 
the organisations they represented con- 
tributed more than $500,000 the same 
day they attended a coffee. 


While no money exchanged hands at the coffee 
events themselves, those invited to them have 
contributed almost $27 million to the 
Democratic Party. 


Government moves to correct 
electoral process irregularities 5 


Plunges on Wall Street 


Israel 

examining 


Jordan, Russia criticise 
Netanyahu for stalemate 


(Continued from page 1) 

According to the office 
of the spokesperson’s fig- 
ures, 70.91 of registered 
voters 1 1 ,340,248) have 
so far collected their vot- 
ing cards. 

Voters have up until Oct. 
30 to collect their cards. 

Meanwhile. the 

spokesperson’s office has 
also announced that the 
total number of candi- 


dates contesting the elec- 
tions has gone down from 
the initial 561 to yester- 
day's 539. 

Seven candidacies were 
rejected because of falling 
short of the requirements 
stipulated by the Elections 
Law, while the other can- 
didates withdrew from the 
race. 


(Continued from page 1) 

markets, the red ink spread 
wildly as investors reacted to 
the worst single-day point 
drop in the history of the Dow 
Jones Industrial average, a 
554-point, 73-per cent fall 
that prompted fee New York 
market to shut down early 
Monday. 

Steep drops in Asia spread 
to Europe's markets, big and 
small, from fee opening. 

German Economics Minis- 
ter Guenther Rexrodt warned 
against “panic and overreac- 
tioo.” but Frankfurt’s Dax 
index finished wife a loss of 
eight per cent, after early loss- 
es gave it a loss of 10 per cent. 

In Paris, fee Cac 40 index 
was off by 7.2 per cent in fee 
early afternoon, partially 
recovering from an early 
plunge of nearly 10 per cent 
— many Paris shares began 
trading late, after officials 
delayed dealings amid an 
overbalance of sell orders. 

Analysts said fee chain- 
reaction sell-offs could con- 
tinue because of investor 
panic and because fee New 
York market had been viewed 
as overvalued for a long time 
and traders had been waiting 
for an excuse to engage in 
massive selling. 

“We may be still seeing 
some dr amati c falls in the 
United States to come,” said 
Gilbert K. Chu, executive 
director of Sun Hung Kai 
Securities Ltd. in Hong Kong. 
“And so the whole thing goes 
around and around again.” 

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
Index had shed 11.45 per cent 
of its value in fee first two 
minutes Tuesday, feen bot- 


tomed out at fee midday 
break, down by 15.44 per 
cent. Die Hang Seng bounced 
up slightly in fee afternoon to 
close at 9,059.89 points, down 
1,43831 points, or 13.7. per 
cent for the day. 

The fell exceeded last 
Thursday’s 10-per cent crash 
and was the worst since 1989, 
when fee market lost 22 per 
cent of its value in reaction to 
fee Chinese army suppression 
of pro-democracy protests in 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. 

Hong Kong's market has 
now lost 33 per cent of its 
value in fee past seven trading 
days and 45.6 per cent from 
its peak of 16,673.27 on Aug. 
7. 

In Tokyo, the benchmark 
225-issue Nikkei Slock Aver- 
age lost 725.67 points, or 436 
per cent, to close at 16,312.69 

- its lowest level since July 
1995. 

Hong Kong’s economy has 
yet to feel fee impact of the 
stock meltdown, but a strong 
impact — in slower growth, 
fewer home purchases, slower 
luxury sales, less dining out 

— is inevitable, experts said. 

But Hong Kong Chief Exec- 
utive Tung Chee-Hwa said 
Tuesday's fall was a reaction 
to New Yolk's drop rather 
than a referendum on Hong 
Kong’s economy. 

“The markets will go up and 
down," he told reporters after 
meeting wife department 
heads. ‘The latest round is 
because of what happened 
overseas. But our fundamen- 
tals are strong, feat is fee most 
important thing." 

No one has found any link 
between fee market drop and 
Hong Kong’s July 1 handover 


from British to Chinese rule. 
Investors and analysts alike 
said the plunge would have 
happened no matter what flag 
was flying. 

In keeping with their 
pledges of autonomy for 
Hong Kong, Chinese finance 
officials have taken a hands- 
off stance while expressing 
confidence in the territory’s 
economy. 

The market dominoes start- 
ed falling in Southeast Asia 
over the summer when 
investors dumped regional 
currencies and stocks, nervous 
over rising debt and falling 
exports. The contagion spread 
to Hong Kong last week, 
when speculators judged the 
Hong Kong dollar was over- 
valued. The government suc- 
cessfully defended the curren- 
cy by pushing up interest 
rates, but feat harmed corpo- 
rate earning prospects and 
hammered the stock market 

The Hong Kong dollar was 
stronger early Tuesday, trad- 
ing in a range of 7.7320 to 
7.7330 to the U.S. dollar, as 
investors were drawn to the 
high interest returns. 

Losses were heavy in small- 
er European markets, includ- 
ing Milan, Amsterdam, Brus- 
sels and Stockholm, although 
most stock price barometers 
seemed to bottom out in fee 
morning before showing signs 
of stability. 

On Russia’s main stock 
exchange, prices fell 3.8 per 
cent after wary officials 
delayed fee opening by sever- 
al hours. Israeli stock officials 
temporarily closed fee Tel 
Aviv Stock Exchange after it 
lost eight per cent in fee early 
going. 


new 

methods 
in confrontation 
with Hizbollah 

(Continued from page 1) 

children in northern Israel on 
Sunday. 

“It is receiving money, 
arms and t raining from Iran. 
As for fee Syrians, they are 
doing nothing to change the 
situation." he added. 

Gen. Shabak also reported- 
ly expressed concern during 
a cabinet meeting Sunday 
feat Israel was gathering little 
useful intelligence material 
about Hizbollah's activities. 

“We are having great diffi- 
culty in finding out about 
Hizbollah. We know little 
about what goes on within 
fee or ganis ation." Gen. Sha- 
hak said, according to fee 
Yediot Ahronot newspaper. 

General Amiram Levine, 
fee commander of Israel's 
northern region, said Hizbol- 
lah had also tried to kidnap 
an Israeli soldier last week. 
Maariv said fee group 
planned to use kidnappings 
as a new tactic. 

A total of 39 Israeli soldiers 
have been killed so far this 
year in south Lebanon — fee 
highest toll since Israel set up 
its self-declared “security 
zone” in south Lebanon in 

1985. 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

said that despite the 
Kingdom's small size, 
“it plays a very impor- 
tant role to overcome the 
difficulties in the peace 
process." 

The minister called for 
the resumption of the 
peace talks on the 
Lebanese and Syrian 
tracks, the official said. 

Commenting on his 
talks with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafiz Assad on 
Monday, Mr. Primakov 
said that he felt “com- 
fortable” with the Syrian 
willingness to resume 
talks with Israel. 

“1 found belief and 
conviction in the peace 
process and that Syria 
was serious in its 
endeavour to make 
peace if the other side 
[Israeli shows good 
intentions,” Mr. Pri- 
makov was quoted as 
saying. 

“Syria is ready to 
resume the talks. But 
Syria is not ready to 
restart negotiations from 
point zero,” the Russian 
official added. 

Syria “believes that all 
previous agreements 
should be taken into 
consideration,” Mr. Pri- 
makov said. 

“Russia, as a peace 
broker, works to narrow 
the gap in the stands 
between the concerned 
parties. It is a difficult 
task and requires a lot of 
time.” Mr. Primakov 
said in a press confer- 
ence following his talks 


with the King, HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan 
and Dr. Majali. 

Mr. Primakov said that 
his country, which is co- 
sponsoring the peace 
process along with the 
United States, will not 
accept a unilateral 
American role in the 
region. 

“In one word, Russia 
rejects the attempts by a 
particular country or a 
group of states to single- 
feandedly steer the peace 
'process," Mr. Primakov 
said in an apparent ref- 
erence to the U.S. 

He said that his coun- 
try wants to coordinate 
with Jordan and the 
European Union in 
efforts to put the peace 
process back on track. 

The Russian minister 
urged the Iraqi govern- 
ment ro refrain from tak- 
ing moves that might 
worsen the situation and 
lead to an escalation in 
tensions with the United 
States following the 
U.N. Security Council 
resolution against Iraq. 

“The Iraqi government 
should not be confronta- 
tional. We hope that Iraq 
would adopt an easy 
stand and facilitate the 
work of U.N. teams that 
oversee the destruction 
of Iraq’s non-con ven- 
tional arsenal and coop- 
erate with it,” the Jor- 
danian official quoted 
Mr. Primakov as saying. 


Differing views of free speech clash 
at opening session of press seminar 


(Continued from page 3) 

Mahmoud Sherif. chief edi- 
tor of Al Dustour; Nidal 
Mansour. editor-in-chief of 
fee now-suspended Al 
Hadath weekly; George 
Hawatmeh. a founder of the 
Arab Media Institute and 
chief editor of the Jordan 
Times; and Mahmoud 
Rimawi, a writer at Al Ra't- 

“I regret the difficulties 
now facing our press.” said 
Mr. Al Kayed. ”It pro- 
gressed mostly in terms of 
content and technical ser- 
vices. 

“We aren’t in an ideal sit- 
uation, but we can say that 
we still have a lor to do. We 
weren’t daring when we 
had the chance and we did- 
n’t call a spade a spade. 
Now, if we try, we will face 
difficulties and pressure." 

In his opening remarks on 
behalf of the "Minister of 
Information Samir Mutawi, 
newly-appointed Director 
of fee Press and Publica- 


tions Department Bilal Tal 
criticised newspapers for 
not providing proper train- 
ing and resources to their 
employees. 

In an apparent reference 
to daily newspapers, Mr. 
Tal said, “Media institu- 
tions should provide jour- 
nalists with the required 
skills that can only be 
obtained through training 
and retraining. The law 
stipulates that newspapers 
should earmark a percent- 
age of their profits for the 
training of staff.” 

He added that many jour- 
nalists fear for the security 
of their jobs and that some 
journalists who did practice 
their righr to free expres- 
sion did not receive the 
support that they deserved 
from their employers. 

He also lashed out at 
newspapers for failing to 
keep data banks or proper 
archiving systems that jour- 
nalists could draw on for 
their articles and stories. 
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Japan, Jordan finalise plans to 
double water supply to Amman 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Japan International Cooper- 
ation Agency (JICA) Tues- 
day signed minutes of 
meeting with the Ministry' 
of Water and Irrigation to 
proceed with the grant 
agreement of a project 
geared towards increasing 
water supply to Greater 
Amman, according to a 
press statement by the 
Japanese embassy. 

Earlier this month, Japan 
earmarked approximately 
$65 million for this project, 
which aims at improving 


the water supply system in 
Greater Amman and its 
vicinity. 

The project also strives to 
increase pumping capacity 
of water from Deir Alla to 
Amman, as well as expand 
the Zai Treatment Plant in 
order to double the existing 
water supply of 45 million 
cubic metres per year. 

*‘We have now finished all 
the preparations needed at 
the technical level and we 
will recommend positively 
for the early conclusion of 
the agreement to extend 


grant aid to this project," 
JTCA team leader, Harwo 
Iwahori said after signing 
the minutes of meeting with 
the ministry's secretary 
general, Qussai QutaishaL 

In the agreed minutes, it 
was confirmed that Jordan 
will secure 90 MCM per 
year of water at the Deir 
Alla Intake Pumping Sta- 
tion of the King Abdullah 
Canal for municipal pur- 
poses, according to the 
statement. 

Both sides also agreed 
that Jordan implements 


other related components of 
the project by the end of 
2001, when the whole pro- 
ject is completed, the state- 
ment added. 

Japan is currently imple- 
menting the first phase of 
the same water project, 
scheduled to be completed 
by the end of March 1998. 

This project, financed at a 
cost of $12 million, aims to 
rehabilitate the present sys- 
tem and regain the original 
water supply capacity of 45 
MCM per year. 


Jordanian delegation to Iraq to 
discuss joint economic ventures 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian economic delegation 
left for Baghdad Tuesday to discuss investments and 
prospects for joint economic ventures in Jordan and 
Iraq. 

Delegation leader Haidar Murad said the delegation 
includes representatives of the commercial and industri- 
al sectors who will also attend the opening of the Bagh- 
dad International Fair. 

Mr. Murad who is also chairman of the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Commerce said the talks in 
Baghdad will cover ways for further strengthening 
cooperation with Iraqi businessmen and means of 
increasing the volume of trade between the two coun- 
tries. 

The talks will also cover prospects for organising trade 
exhibitions, exchanging visits by businessmen, and 
opening new markets for Jordanian products in Iraqi 
markets. 

Minister of Agriculture Mijhem Khreisha left for 
Baghdad Tuesday for a several-day visit during which 
he said he will hold talks with Iraqi government leaders 
on promoting agricultural cooperation and also to attend 


the opening of the Baghdad International Fair which is 
due on Nov. 1, 1997. 

Mr. Khreisha said in apre-departure statement that his 
talks with the Iraqi officials will focus on increased 
cooperation in agricultural fields and trade exchanges in 
general stressing the importance of the Iraqi market for 
Jordan and the need to overcome present obstacles that 
impede trade between the two sides 

According to Mr. Khreisha , his ministry plans to pre- 
sent 100,000 olive tree saplings to Iraq as a gift in addi- 
tion to unspecified number of saplings of citrus fruit 
trees. He said Jordan, in exchange, will benefit from 
Iraq's experience in the planting of palm trees, noting 
that Iraq will give Jordan 40,000 saplings of palm trees 
of very high quality to be planted in Aqaba, Wadi Araba, 
Azraq and the Jordan Valley region. 

Mr. Khreisha, who will formally open the Jordanian 
wing at the Baghdad fair, is accompanied by a delega- 
tion of officials from his ministry in addition to Chair- 
man of the Amman Chamber of Industry, Khaldoun Abu 
Hasson and a group of prominent Jordanian business- 
men. 


Hungarian delegation 
arrives for talks on 
trade, industrial ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Repre- 
sentatives of seven Hungari- 
an companies arrived in Jor- 
dan Tuesday in a bid to 
strengthen trade relations 
between the two countries, 
according to a statement by 
the Hungarian Embassy. 

During the two-day visit, 
the delegation will hold 
meetings with representa- 
tives of both chambers of 
commerce and industry and 
members of the World Trade 
Centre. 

“We consider die relations 
between Jordan and the 
Republic of Hungary tradi- 
tionally very good and pro- 
gressive. Those relations are 
supported by mutual high 


ranking visits and meetings 
between the two countries," 
the statement added. 

It added that during His 
Royal Highness Prince Has- 
son’s visit to Hungary in 
July this year, both countries 
set the ground for the 
strengthening of their bilat- 
eral relations, especially 
economic cooperation. 

“We are sure that all this 
efforts made by the officials 
and company representa- 
tives of the two countries 
will give an additional result 
towards the development of 
the bilateral relations in sev- 
eral fields to the mutual ben- 
efit of Jordan and Hungary,” 
the statement said. 


Grindlays opens new 
HO in Shmeisani 

ON TUESDAY 28 October, ANZ Grindlays Bank's new 
Head Office building incorporating the bank’s 
Shmeisani branch was opened by Mr. Grahame Miller. 
Senior General Manager responsible for ANZ’s branch 
network worldwide. He was accompanied by Mr. David 
Smith, General Manager, Middle East. The Guest of 
Honour was Mr. Ahmad Abdel Fattah, Deputy Gover- 
nor-elect of the Central Bank of Jordan. 

The above premises are in a prime location in 
Shmeisani and are decorated to a very high standard. 
They have also resulted in a major changes in the bank’s 
image and in the ways that the bank serves its customers. 

Over the past three years, in addition to the above, 
ANZ has opened new branches in Sweifieh, Karak. 
Nablus and East Jerusalem. It has also refurbished its 
branches in King Hussein Street, Amman and Irbid. 


Gulf states halve budget 
deficit in four years 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf Arab 
states have halved a deficit in their 
budgets between 1993 and 1996 as 
most of them were forced to trim 
spending because of weak oil prices, 
the UAE central bank governor said 
Tuesday. 

Sultan A1 Suweidi said the budget 
shortfall in the six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) was slashed 
from around $20. 7 billion in 1993 to 
$10.9 billion last year. 

“Its ratio to the combined gross 
domestic product (GDP) dropped 
from 10.2 per cent to 4.6 per cent," 
he told an economic conference here. 

GCC states — Bahrain. Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE — have been reeling under 
fluctuating oil prices and huge pay- 
ments for a U.S.-led multinational 
coalition which evicted Iraq from 
Kuwait in the 1991 Gulf War. 


Their budgets suffered from a 
record deficit of nearly $63 billion in 
1991 but ensuing cuts in expendi- 
tures and an improvement in oil 
prices last year enabled them to bring 
the shortfall under control. 

The spending cuts were offset by 
stronger private sector involvement 
in the domestic economy and this 
boosted their combined GDP to $238 
billion in 1996 from around $203 bil- 
lion in 1992, according to Sultan 
Suweidi. 

The international reserves of the 
GCC are also recovering, standing at 
$24.6 billion at the end of June. This 
compares with around $19 billion 
Sultan in 1992. 

Suweidi put GCC gold reserves at 
around 8.58 million ounces (240 
tonnes). 
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FURNISHED SEMI VILLA 
FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Consists of 4 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
sitting room, basement, maid's room, fireplace, 
deluxe furniture, well-established secluded 
garden. Suitable for diplomatic and foreign 

For inquiries please contact 686179 
(10 a.m./3 p.m.) or 079/25545. 


' ThejTbdulJiamid Sharaf School 

wishes to thank 

His Excellency Dr. Munther Al Masri, Minister of Education 
Dr. Izzat Jaradat, Secretary General, Ministry of Education 
Members of the Education Council 
General Directors of the Ministry 

For their approval of the SAT II, Foreign programme, 1 1th and 
12th grade starting academic year 1997/98. This programme 
allows graduates to equate their certificate with the Jordanian 
General Secondary Education Certificate (Tawjihi), upon complet- 
ing the necessary requirements, thus enabling them to enrol 
in Jordanian Universities. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Soda favorite 
5 History 
9 Steps over a 
fence 

14 Eve's boy 

15 PBaf base 

16 Golfer Palmer 

17 Com cfish 
16 Bouquet 

19 Be particularly 
attentive 

20 Pax vobiscum 

23 Actor Oanson 

24 Cock and buR 

25 Bernhardt and 
Ferguson 

29 Go different 
ways 

31 Derek and 
DiddSoy 

34 Excuse 

35 Location 

36 Hip bones 

37 Omnia vindt 
amor 

40 Lean-to 

41 Smear 

42 Beginning 

43 Swiss river 

44 Skfle 

45 Aqueous 

46 Annex 

47 Balloon filter 

48 Semper fideKs 

56 Catch 40 wii*s 

57 Hat hats 

58 Hebrides island 

59 Bradley and 
Sharif 

60 Skip 

61 Framework of 
parallel bars 

62 Do grammar 
work 

63 Female swans 

64 Loathe 

DOWN 

1 Dogpatch 

creator 

2 Double reed 

3 Musical Home 

4 Author Waugh 

5 Feelers 

6 Lent a hand 

7 Barge boat 

8 Actress Hatcher 



by Kane C. Baldwin 


9 Perfumed 
packet 

10 Cafeteria items 

11 Involved with 

12 In — o* 

13 Always, to 


21 System of moral 

values 

22 Hat trick 
number 

25 Hot sauce 

26 HAo cjreebng 

27 Danube, e.g. 

28 Sleeping 

29 Huff ■ 

30 'Three men in 

m 

31 Disenchanted 

32 Tanker 

33 Briny 

35 hfitdi 

36 Common 
contraction 

38 In a strange 
way 

39 Dinner entree 
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44 Run out 

45 Belt sites 

46 Water pitchers 

47 Street urchin 

48 Diva Gluck 

49 TV producer, 
Norman 

50 Traffic sign 


51 Renown 
52— five 
(greeting} 

53 Market places 
of old Rome 

54 Army group 

55 Put on cargo 

56 Drench 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 29. 1997 


B> . ijnda C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc. 

ARIES 

(March 21 to April 19) You can still feel the pressure 
building. Thai's OK; you can handle it. You'll have a 
real burst of energy this evening- There's nothing more 
relaxing, to you, than to get totally exhausted. So ran a 
few lapsaround the track. See if you can break your old 

reCOrd ’ TAURUS 

(April 20 to May 20) You must go through a labyrinth 
to before you can achieve your goals. You may be feel- 
in® frustrated because you’re not sure of your success. 
Don’t worry about it. Nobody even knows you're hav- 
ing a problem. So don t tell them. 

GEMINI 

(May 2 1 to June 2 1 ) Keep the various areas of your life 
separate for a while. Although your loved ones want to 
give you encouragement, telling them everything may- 
be counterproductive. Your efficiency level wifi 
improve noticeably if you leam this simple lesson. 
Today, practice. 

MOON CHILDREN 

(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Use skills you’ve learned at home, 
plus the advice of a roommate, to get along with a dif- 
ficult person. You have a good reason. Don't forget 
what it was. You are determined to get your way. Bul 
for heaven's sake, relax! Be nice. The other guy won’t 
know what hit him. 

LEO 

(July 22 to August 21) You feel you should be the 
leader. Today, and in the weeks to come, that will not 
be an easy position to maintain. You can lay some 
groundwork, though. If you establish yourself as a 
strong but kindly authority figure, it will be easier to 
m aintain that position later. 

VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22) You still want to save 
money, of course. You’d do it even if it weren't neces- 
sary. You’d like to have the nicest things, especially if 
you can have them for less. So, get creative. You’ll be 
even better than usual at crafts projects todav. 

LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22) It looks like someone 
needs your advice. This person may be reluctant to ask. 
however. Make a few phone calls. The one who's in 
trouble will let you know. You are a natural counsellor. 
Your attention, for just a little while, could make all the 
difference in the world. 

SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 21) Quite often you get to 
make all the decisions. You get to have all the respon- 
sibility. Today, you don’t want iL Don't worry, you’re 
not losing your touch. Wait until tomorrow. You'll have 
more facts and be able to make a better choice then. 
SAGITTARIUS 

(November 22 to December 21 ) If you get all your friends 
working on a project together, it won’t be much of a bur- 
den on anyone. Ask a friend to do the part of the job that 
you find most difficuiL All of a sudden, everything will 
start to look like fun again. The ore. the merrier! 
CAPRICORN 

(December 22 to January 20) You’re doing more than 
three or four ordinary human beings put together. Slow 
down just a minute. OK? Let a friend mastermind the 
proceedings. Assure a jittery older person that every- 
thing will be fine. It will be. eventually. Take a break, 
before you wear out. 

AQUARIUS 

(January 21 to February 19) You’re having a conflict 
with an older person, right? You can confide your 
innermost thoughts to a dear friend who lives far away. 
Don't do it on company time, though. That will just 
make your problem worse. Not even e-mail. OK then, 
don't let anybody catch you at iL 
PISCES 

(February 20 to March 20) If bills are coming due, sell 
a toy you hardly ever play with anymore. You hate to 
part with it, but don’t worry. Consider it a gift to some- 
body who can use it, and then to your creditors. This 
looks like a better day to sell than to buy, so don’t go 
shopping later. 




Blrthstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline 


7HE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Are you holding my hand because 
you're feeling romantic or because 
you dont have a napkin to wipe it on?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I® by Honri Arnold and MScaArgHnn 


Unscramble these four Jumbfeg, 
an* Mar to each square, to form 
four onfinary words. 


BOGUM 






L_ 





ownm hmm bm» k. 


Why wont this #%ir7 
thing woricTl 


n n tm to mr*. 


VABER 

n 



INMERV 

IT 


A NEW COMPUTE* 
INEVITABLY HA5 
ONE OF THESE. 


Ytosterdayfe 


Now arrange the dieted tetters to 
form tha surprise answer, as sug- 
gest «j by 016 above cartoon. 

a ct mx i 

(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: AGATE BILGE MULISH LANCER 
Answer: Whal they heard around the fireplace on a 
COW night - A CHILLING TALE 
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Business & Finance 



A review of news from the Arabic press 


Jordanians seen lacking necessary 
qualifications to carry out large projects 


** ACCORDING TO Wasef Azar, gener- 
al manager of the Jordan National Bank 
and first deputy to the president of the 
Amman Chamber of Industry, the Jordan- 
ian management lacks the necessary qual- 
ifications to carry out large projects. As 
such, the opportunity should be made to 
have a strategic partner for Jordan to 
implement large projects. 

Refusing that Israel be that strategic 
partner, Mr. Azar explained that the need 
for a partner is necessitated by objective 
and financial aspects related to lack of 
cadres capable of management and mar- 
keting and lack of financial resources." 
The success of any project requires suffi- 
cient expertise and financial, managerial 
and organisational capabilities... elements 


that Jordan lacks. 

Mr. Azar said new contemporary man- 
agement in the world is founded on com- 
petitive bases and. in order to select a 
strategic partner for our projects, "we 
have to provide scientific means to 
achieve the best options.” 

"Israel has the constituents to become a 
parmer and the government is the one 
which decides that. But I think that this is 
not required for what it may represent of 
Israeli infiltration of Jordanian national 
projects," Mr. Azar said adding: “The 
needed partner should possess the capa- 
bility to satisfy the needs for development 
but not at the expense of political issues” 
(AI Arab A1 Yawm). 


Jordanians take longest eating time 


** ACCORDING TO Yasser Akkash. 
president of the General Association of 
Restaurant Owners. Jordanian consumers 
take the longest time to eat their meals. 
On average, Jordanians take 25 minutes to 
eat breakfast. 60 minutes for lunch and 90 
minutes for dinner bringing the total to 
175 minutes for the three meals. 

Germans and Italians come in second 
place as they take a total of 92 minutes 
(26 minutes for breakfast and 33 minutes 
each for lunch and dinner for the Germans 
and 13 minutes. 37 minutes and 42 min- 


utes respectively for the Italians). The 
French spend S6 minutes on the three 
meals { 14 minutes for breakfast, 34 min- 
utes for lunch and 38 minutes for dinner) 
while the British spend 77 minutes (16 
minutes for breakfast, 25 minutes for 
lunch and 36 minutes for dinner). 

Americans and Japanese spend 71 min- 
utes of the day on eating their three meals 
while the Spaniards take the shortest time 
of 69 minutes (12 minutes for breakfast, 
30 minutes for lunch and 27 minutes for 
dinner) (Al Aswaq). 



Kin. 
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Cairo bourse seen unfazed 
by world market slide 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
shares are expected to trade 
quietly Tuesday, unruffled 
by a global stock market 
slump which brokers said 
could ultimately benefit the 
Cairo bourse. 

“The only stable and safe 
emerging markets are now 
those in the Middle East, 
especially Egypt,” said 
Bassim Arida of Prime 
Securities. “It may take 
some time, perhaps a week 
or two, before foreign 
investors divert funds 
towards the region.” 

Arida said Egyptian 
stocks would also get a 
boost when a selection are 
listed on the international 
finance corporation's 
investible index on Novem- 
ber 3. 

Mark Krombas said some 
Egyptian scrips with GDRs 
had declined Monday due 
to the selling wave rolling 
around world markets after 
recent turmoil in South 
East Asian economies. 

“Both Commercial 
International Bank (CIB) 
and Suez Cement shares 
were affected by the price 
fall of their GDRs and 
closed lower," he said, 
describing the fact that the 
often insular local market 
had reacted to events 
beyond Egypt's borders as 
“a healthy sign." 

However, some dealers 
expected little of the global 
drama to be played out 
immediately on the Cairo 
exchange. 


“The market is likely to 
remain inactive. It will pick 
up next week when the 
book-keeping of the newly 
privatised Industrial and 
Engineering Enterprises 
Company (IEEC) shares is 
completed,” said Khaled 
Taha of Triple Securities. 

Mr. Taha expected some 
demand for shares in fer- 
tiliser firm Egyptian Finan- 
cial and Industrial and Suez 
Cement, seen as attractive- 
ly priced. 

On Monday the 49-share 
index fell 83.94 points, or 
0.62 per cent, to 13.501.73. 
The 47-share prime index 
rose 0.1 points, to close at 
3,964.9. 

The capital market 
authority all-share index 
fell 1.54 points to 365.09 
points in turnover worth 
308.42 million pounds 
($90.8 million). The 1 pri- 
vatisation of nearly 4.8 mil- 
lion IEEC shares at 56.7 
pounds each accounted for 
271.9 million of the day’s 
turnover. 

The index for openly- 
traded firms fell 2.76 to 
516.34 and that for the 
“closed" or rarely-traded 
firms closed 0.97 points 
lower at 265.6 points. 

Of the 92 shares traded, 
37 rose, 39 fell and 16 
ended unchanged. 
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Jordan shares unruffled 
by world market turmoil 


AMMAN (R) — Jordanian 
shares closed barely 
changed on Tuesday in 
quiet trading unaffected by 
plunging bourses from Asia 
to New York. 

The official 60-share 
Amman Financial Market 
index fell fractionally to 
1 7 1. 112 points from Mon- 
day's 171.21 points in trade 
worth just JD552.000 
($780,000). 

But the private Pearl 
Index of the 45 best-per- 
forming shares in terms of 
turnover and performance 
actually rose 0.10 per cent 
to 82.85 points. 

Brokers said the global 
dip in share prices hod 
bypassed (he Amman 
bourse, which bod already 
fallen in the last two weeks 
as a spate of foreign buying 
tailed after a September 
rush. 


“As far as the Amman 
market is concerned shares 
have already reached levels 
where there isn't any sup- 
ply at these prices,” said 
analyst Mohammad Abdul- 
lah of Pearl Consulting. 

-It's hard for them to go 
any lower because no one’s 
prepared to sell.” 

Ibrahim Odeh of 
Wataniyeb Brokerage said 
the international fall in 
share prices would have a 
major effect in Amman 
only if Jordanians with 
international investments 
tried to sell off their local 
portfolios to cover foreign 
losses. 

“People were talking 
about Hong Kong in the 
market today for the first 
time. But usually outside 
factors have little effect,” 
he said, citing next week's 
Jordanian parliamentary 


elections as a more likely 
source of concern to bro- 
kers. 

He said foreign investors 
who jumped into the mar- 
ket on September 1 when 
Jordan lifted foreign own- 
ership ceilings had held 
back for the last two weeks 
since a sell-off in the blue- 
chip Jordan Cement Facto- 
ries <J0CM.AM>. 

The cement shares fell 
fractionally to JD3.20 on 
Tuesday in quiet trade 
worth under JD50.000. 
Heavyweight Arab Bank “ 
<ARBK.AM> closed 
unchanged for a second 
«day at JD330, also in light 
trade. 

* Overall falling shares 
(outnumbered gainers by 18 
to seven, while 17 others 
traded but closed 
unchanged. 


Tel Aviv Stock Exchange suspends 
trading after share prices plummet 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The Tel Aviv Slock 
Exchange suspended trading for 45 minutes 
Tuesday after share prices plummeted more 
than 8 per cent in the first 15 minutes of 
trade, following Wall Street's lead. 

The Mishtanim index of the top 100 
shares was down 8.4 per cent to 269.88, a 
drop of 24.82 points. The Maof index of the 
25 blue chip shares slid slightly more than 
8 per cent to 279.65, a fall of 24.44 points. 

Trade was halted after 15 minutes and 
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2.050 
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.480 

JORDAN 1NTL.TRAD. 

8.500 

6.700 
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2.890 
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1.130 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 




SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 112.09 *C8Ci 
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21.5 

3.44 
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0.00 
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GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 116.04 *CHCj -0.05 


INDEX: 171.12 <C8C: -0.06 


PARALLEL MARKET 


PRICE LIST FOR TUSKDAY 28/10/1997 



GRAND TOTAL 

T t Haw 12 BODthi high 
4 i New 12 nontUiB low 
N : Listed during the peat 12 soothe 
P : P/S ratio is 100 or more 
g : Negative p/e 

E s Earning is aero or n/a for the noet r« 


146 251744 




resumed 45 minutes later at 1030 GMT. 

Prime Minister Benyarain Netanyahu 
refused to comment on the bruised Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange Tuesday, but said the 
Israeli economy is “very strong” and in the 
final analysis, “a capital market reflects the 
strength of its national economy." 

Israel is becoming the second-biggest 
high tech power internationally, and has 
something everyone in the world wants, 
Mr. Netanyahu said. 


Tunisia 
forecasts 
sharp 
drop in 
olive oil 
output 

TUNIS (R) — Lead- 
ing olive oil exporter 
Tunisia forecast a 
sharp drop in olive 
oil output for the 
1997/1998 season to 
95.000 tonnes from a 
record 310.000 
tonnes last season. 

“The output is fore- 
cast to be around 

95.000 tonnes, less 
than a third of the 
previous season,” an 
agriculture ministry 
official said. 

The olive harvest 
starts by mid- 
November. 

Earlier this month, 
the agriculture min- 
istry said farm gate 
prices for 1997/1998 
will remain 

unchanged from last 
season. The price 
was set at 1 ,800 dinar 
per tonne of super- 
premium virgin olive 
oil and 1,420 dinars 
per tonne for refined 
oil. 

Tunisia's 310.000 
tonnes record output 
in 1996/1997 was 
sharply up from 

60.000 tonnes in 
1995/1996. 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold • PhoneS527118 Also in Brazil • 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 



* Free 
20 x30 cat. 

Shmeteani - Opposite 
GrirKflays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 

Sweifieh Tel: 823891 



u GASTRONOMY J 


JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
667171 EXT. 223 


684311 - 

699634 EXT. 42 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around Ihe CLOCK 
Every 30 Mnutes from AbdaS 
to Airport and Back 




For Further Details caH : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdan Branch 653313 
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Real hstate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tel. 864230 -T 865167 
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Sydney on course for successful 


Games in 2000 — Payne 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Sydney had the best grouping of sports 
facilities in the world and was on course to successfully 
stage the 2000 Olympic Games. Atlanta Olympics chief 
organiser Billy Payne said here Tuesday. 

Payne, the architect of last year's centenary Olympics, is 
a member of the International Olympic Committee s (IOC) 
Co-ordination Commission and is hens to inspect the 
Australian city's preparations for the tum-of-the-century 
Games. 

“You have the finest grouping of sporting facilities any- 
where in the world. I don't impress easily, but I m very 
impressed," Payne said at a breakfast seminar. 

But the 50-year-old businessman, who Monday took a 
helicopter tour of the Olympic site at Homebusb, warned 
Sydney would need to brace itself for inevitable criticism 
of the Games, no marrer how well they were organised. 

like to compare it to your daughter’s piano recital. She 
wasn’t the best there was someone bener, but at the same 


time, it was pretty good and I think the Atlanta Games 
accomplished whai it set out to do." said Payne. 

The Atlanta Olympics were troubled by transport and 
technological glitches and were criticised for being entire- 
ly geared towards making a profit at the expense of the 
Olympic tradition. 

Payne said while he was delighted Athens had won the 
right to stage the 2004 Games, it would not enjoy the same 
creature comforts and infrastructure that Atlanta and 
Sydney offeted. 

But he said the historic significance of Athens in the 
Olympic movement would remind the IOC and the world 
about the power of the Olympics to bring people together. 

“If they ever forget about the power of what they (IOC) 
own, then going to Athens is going to remind these people 
whal the power of the Olympics is all about," he said. 


Feyenoord 
sack Haan 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — 
Dutch Frst Division side 
Feyenoord sacked coach 
Arie Haan on Tuesday two 
days after a four-goal 
thrashing by Ajax 
Amsterdam. 

Sunday’s defeat, their 
third in a row, saw them 
slump to fifth in the league, 
13 points behind leaders 
Ajax. 

His assistant Geert 
Meijer takes over in a care- 
taker capacity. 

Haan, 48, had been in 
charge since October. 
1995. 

Feyenoord. 2-1 losers at 
Old Trafford last week, 
play English side 
Manchester United in their 
return European 

Champions League match 
at Rotterdam on November 
5. 

Haan led Feyenoord to 
second place in the Dutch 
league last season but 
defeats to Manchester and 
Juventus appear to have put 
paid to any further progress 
in the Champions League. 

Feyenoord dub president 
Jorien van den Herik said 
Haan’s sacking was regret- 
table but in the best inter- 
ests of the club, and saved 
the coach from a confronta- 
tion with fans and the 
press. 

Feyenoord allowed a 
clutch of internationals to 
leave in the close season, 
including goalkeeper Ed de 
Goey (Chelsea), Swedish 
forward Henrik Larsson 
(Celtic) and Dutch striker 
Gaston Taument (Benfica). 


Marshall fires Leicester 
City to 2-1 victory 


LONDON (AFP) — A messy goal from Ian 
Marshall eight minutes from the end gave 
Leicester City the points at Filbert Street on 
Monday when Martin O’Neill's side saw 
off battling West Ham 2-1 to go fourth in 
the table. 

Marshall was on hand at the end of an 
often untidy encounter in which five 
Hammers were booked to hit a scrappy 
winner, firing through a rack of players 
after two efforts by colleagues were 
blocked and giving the Foxes their first win 
over the Londoners in 10 meetings. 

Promising young striker Emile Heskey 
had put Leicester in front on 16 minutes 
with his first goal in eight games, beating 
the visitors’ offside trap to bury a low right 
foot shot past Craig Forrest. 

But the celebrations were cut short as 
Leicester, bidding to halt a run of four 
straight defeats in all competitions, found 
themselves pegged back as the impressive 
Eyal Berkovic slammed the equaliser after 
58 minutes. 

Energetic Welsh striker John Hartson 
weaved his way past two defenders and his 
low centre was hammered home by 
Berkovic. 

West Ham had opened the second half on 


the offensive and a dipping volley from 
Hartson flew inches over, before Frank 
Lampard failed to connect properly when 
clean through. 

And they were finally undone by 
Marshall’s late intervention for his fifth 
goal of the season which sent Leicester 
above Chelsea with 21 points from 12 
matches. two behind third-placed 
Blackburn. 

“We had built up a good head of steam but 
after four defeats people were starting to 
ask questions." said the former Ipswich star. 
“So it was great to get a result. 

“I just like getting a game. Last season I 
was in and out of the team, playing up front 
and at the minute I'm playing back in 
defence whenever I'm needed 

“We haven’t got the biggest squad in the 
world so when I’m called upon I don't mind 
where I play." Marshall added. 

Berkovic claimed West Ham were the bet- 
ter side but conceded that Leicester's spirit 
had seen them through. 

“We were unlucky today," the Israeli mid- 
fielder said. “I think we played very 1 well. 
We passed the ball and had the chances to 
score another goal. 


English 
soccer 
crowds 
on the 


increase 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Attendances in the English 
Football League — divi- 
sions one, two and three — 
continue to rise sharply, 
according to figures pub- 
lished on Tuesday. 

Last season saw a mas- 
sive increase throughout 
the three divisions of five 
per cent, and fans have 
continued to pour through 
the turnstiles in the new 
campaign. 

At the end of this week- 
end's matches, over four 
million fans will have 
turned up to watch their 
team in action. 

Football League 

spokesman Chris Hull said 
he was delighted by the fig- 
ures. 

He said: “Given we had 
such a phenomenal season 
last year, it makes this cam- 
paign's figures all the more 
remarkable and it goes to 
show the enduring nature 
of the world’s oldest league 
competition. 

Already this season the 
average attendance in the 
three divisions is 7.715. up 
6.7 percent on last season, 
with first division crowds 
are up by 12.5 per cent at 
an average of 14,129. 



Holyfield sights on Lennox Lewis 


LONDON (AFP) — Evander 
Holyfield may be about to defend his 
WB A heavyweight title against fellow 
American Michael Moorer — but the 
man he is already setting his sights on 
is Britain’s Lennox Lewis. 

And WBC champion Lewis' manag- 
er, Frank Maloney, says his fighter 
cannot wait for a Holyfield show- 
down. 

“Definitely that's the fight Lennox 
wants," Maloney told BBC Radio on 
Tuesday. “That’s the fight everyone in 
boxing wants. 

“We will be ringside next week 
when Evander defends his title. 
Providing he wins, and providing the 
politics (are right), the fight will hap- 


pen some time in 1998. 

Lewis erased any doubts about his 
ability to destroy a heavy-hitter when 
he hammered Andrew Golota two 
weeks ago in Atlanta City, knocking 
the Pole out in the first round. 

And it was that triumph that thrust 
the British fighter deeper into 
Holyfield’s thoughts. 

“There’s no doubt he’s proving it. 
He's a two-time heavyweight champi- 
on of the world and he fought the peo- 
ple they put in front of him and he has 
been successful," Holyfield admitted. 

“I look forward to beating Michael 
Moorer and if the fight can be worked 
out between Lennox and myself, then 
we’d have the fight between the two 


best champions." 

If Holyfield beats Moorer in Las 
Vegas on November 8. the showdown 
with Lewis is not a question of if, but 
when. 

In the meantime. Lewis may be 
forced to face former heavyweight 
champion Buster Dougjas, who is in 
the midst of making a comeback. 

“There is a court order on Holyfield 
that he must defend the mandatory 
against the WBA. so we have to work 
the politics of it," Maloney explained. 

“Otherwise, I'd say it would happen 
^ound the end of 98, around about 
September." 


Miami Dolphins quarterback Dan Marino (13) fumbles the ball October 27 as he gets 
hit by Chicago Bears defensive end John Thierry (91 ) early in the second quarter. The 
fumble rolled out of the endzone resulting in a safety for the Bears (Reuters photo) 

Packers prevail in Super rematch 


FOXBORO (AFP) — Brett 
Favre threw three touch- 
down passes and the Green 
Bay Packers rolled past 
New England 28-10 here 
Monday in a rematch of 
January’s 3 1st Super BowL 

Favre completed 23-of-34 
passes for 239 yards, 
including touchdown passes 
to Dorsey Levens. tight end 
Mark Chmura and Robert 
Brooks as the Packers rose 
to 6-2 to match Minnesota 
for the NFC Central 
Division lead. 

In a game moved to 


Monday because of a stadi- 
um scheduling conflict with 
game seven of the World 
Series, the Miami Dolphins 
were beaten 36-33 in over- 
time at home by the previ- 
ously winless Chicago 
Bears. 

Levens gained 140 yards 
and scored two touchdowns 
despite being listed as ques- 
tionable for the game after 
suffering a rib injury two 
weeks ago. He ran 26 times 
for 100 yards and caught 
seven passes for 40 yards. 

Green Bay defeated New 


England 35-21 in the Super 
Bowl at New Orleans. 

Terry Glenn caught seven 
passes for a career-high 163 
yards for the Patriots, who 
kept a share of the AFC East 
Division lead with the New 
York Jets and Miami at 5-3 
thanks to the Dolphins’ 
defeat 

Drew Bledsoe passed for 
268 yards and a touchdown 
but was just 20-for-36 and 
was intercepted three times. 



Chicago Bears’ quarterback Erik Kramer (12) celebrates along with Chris Villarrial 
(58) and backup quarterback Steve Stenstrom (18) after defeating the Miami 
Dolphins 36-33 with a field goal in overtime. This is the Bears first win of the season 
(Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Wolves agree fee for Ferguson 

WOLVERHAMPTON (AFP) — English first division 
side Wolves have agreed a £500,000 ($800,000) fee with 
Glasgow Rangers for Scotland midfielder Ian Ferguson. 
Wolves manager Mark McGhee has spoken to the player’s 
agent after being given the green light by his Rangers’ 
counterpart, Walter Smith. But he faces a major fight over 
wages to sign the 30-year-old. who has won nine champi- 
onship medals at Ibrox. “He is out of our price range at die 
moment, although the deal is not dead and buried," 
McGhee said. “He is the type of powerful midfielder we 
need. He is a motivator and an intimidator as well as a win- 
ner." 


Rangers’ Smith retires 

GLASGOW (AFP) — Walter Smith, who guided Rangers 
to thirteen domestic trophies including seven league titles, 
confirmed Tuesday he will step down as manager at the end 
of this season. Smith, 49, took over the Ibrox post in 1991 
but despite dominating the domestic scene during his reign 
the Glasgow giants have failed to reproduce the same form 
on a European stage. This season’s defeats to Gothenburg 
in the preliminary round of the Champions' League and 
Strasbourg in the UEFA Cup stunned the club after a sum- 
mer of heavy spending on new players. 


Russia leads in chess championship Koepke out with injured finger 


LUCERNE (AFP) — Russia conceded a 2-2 draw in its 
match with Switzerland in the world team chess champi- 
onship in Lucerne Monday but held a narrow overall lead 
after three rounds. The United States, which has held the 
title since 1993, closed the gap on the Russians to a half- 
point by beating England 2.5- 1.5, joining England and 
Ukraine, which drew 2-2 with Cuba, in second place. 
Armenia and Kazakhstan drew 2-2 to keep up the pressure 
on the leading group, while Georgia, which has been the 
surprise of the tournament by fielding an all-woman team, 
continued to impress by beating Croatia 25-1.5. Standings: 
Russia 7.5 points, England, Ukraine and United States 7. 
Armenia 6.5. Kazakhstan 6, Georgia 5.5. Switzerland 5. 
Croatia 4.5. Cuba 4. 

No celebration for Villeneuve 


TORONTO (AFP) — While Canada celebrated the crown- 
ing of its first-ever Formula One world champion, Jacques 
Villeneuve. hopes for a hero’s welcome on Canadian soil 
appeared to have evaporated. Michael Dillon, the Toronto- 
based North American marketing and promotions co-ordi- 
nator for Vtlleneuve’s Rothmans- Williams-Renault Racing 
team, said hopes for a homecoming celebration in Montreal 
had fallen through- ‘Tie's not coming," said Dillon, who 
added that he had attempted to arrange celebrations in 
Montreal and a press conference in Toronto. 


MARSEILLE (AFP) — Marseille’s German keeper 
Andreas Koepke will miss Friday’s game against Cannes 
after fracturing his little finger in Saturday’s draw at Bastia. 
Koepke, who is expected to be out for at least ten days, will 
be replaced by Francois Lemasson, who may remain 
between the sticks for the November 9 clash with leaders 
Paris Saint Germain. • 

Amunike has knee surgery 

MADRID (AFP) — Barcelona’s Nigerian midfielder 
Emmanuel Amunike will be out for several months follow- 
ing a knee operation, the club announced. Club doctor 
Fernando Banos said he hoped the 26-year-old would be 
able to play in the “final months of the season" in time to 
make a claim for a place in the Nigerian World Cup squad. 
Kluivert unhurt after accident 

Kluivert escapes unhurt 

MILAN (AFP) — AC Milan’s controversial Dutch striker 
Patrick Kluivert escaped unhurt after a motorway accident 
late Sunday. Kluivert was on his way back to Milan from 
Monte Carlo when he hit the security barrier. Firefighters 
had to use a crane to extricate his vehicle. The former Ajax 
star was taken to a local police station before returning to 
Milan early Monday. Last year, Kluivert was sentenced to 


240 hours community service and a three-month prison 
sentence for causing death by reckless driving. And in July, 
Dutch prosecutors ruled there was insufficient evidence to 
bring charges when a woman accused him of rape. 

Kahn accused of racism 

MUNICH (AFP) — An ecological group accused Bayern 
Munich keeper Oliver Kahn of racism, claiming he had 
insulted Stuttgart's Nigerian star Jonathan Akpoborie in a 
match earlier this month. “David Contre Goliath" (DaCG). 
a radical “green" organisation, said Kahn called the striker 
a “nigger.'* which international keeper Kahn strenously 
denied. Kahn insisted he had not insulted Akpoborie. T 
would never do such a thing. I could not face my parents if 
I did." 


Belgian wins longest drive award 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Belgian amateur Emmanuel 
Janssens won an unusual ‘longest drive' competition held 
on an airport runway — hammering the ball from one end 
to tbe other for a total distance of 50 1 .4 metres. More than 
250 golfers men and women — tried their luck at tbe 
event, organised at Bierset, by the Professional Golfers’ 
Association (PGA) and the Royal Belgian Golf Federation. 
Golfing officials said Janssens’ effort had fulfilled the nec- 
essary criteria to enter the Guinness Book of Records. 
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Wesley Snipes & 
Patrick Swayze ... in 

TO WONG FOO 

Shows: 12:30,3:30, 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 
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TELrf3«14t 
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TEL699238 


PHILADELPHIA 


007 

GOLDENEYE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 
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PLAZA 


CINEMA 


TEL677420 


Van Damme... in 


DOUBLE TEAM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 






CONCORD 


COUCORD -X* 

Tommy Lee Jones & 

Susan Sarandon ...in 

CLIENT 

(12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) 

COZTCORB *3» 

Alec Baldwin & Kim Basinger ...in 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE 
Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only ) 



CINEMA TEL: (779 33430 \ v"’ - ” CINEMA 

GALLERIA 1 




ABDOUN 

Nicholas Cage ... in 

CON AIR 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 




TEL: 079 33430 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

SCREAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 
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'( Hisban Times Hwitta 

l TEL: 625155 

Watch out for the new play ' 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 

OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes -y 
and Amal Dabbas 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 29, 1997 


JSF honours excelling swimmers today 


xkfi* j The Jort ^ an Swimming Federation 
(JSF) wiU Wednesday evening honour excelling swim- 
mers of the 1997 season. s 

HRH Princess Ghida Talal, the honorary president of 
the JSF will present awards to top swimmers including 
Hana Majaj and Omar Dallaj who both won medals at 
the Pan-Arab Games and the Arab Youth Champi- 


onship respectively. 

A special award will also be presented to veteran 
Amer Wazani on his retirement from the sport after 18- 
years of top-level competition. 

In addition local record-breaking swimmers and the 
national team coach will also be rewarded for their 
achievements. 


Graf 15th in WTA 
Tour rankings 


MIAMI (AFP) — WTA Tour rankings released here 
Monday: 

I . Martina Hingis (Swi j 6630 pts 

2; Jana Novotna (Cze) 3590 

. 3. Monica Seles (USA) 3429 

4. Amanda Coetzer (Rsa) 3317 

5. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 3307 

6.1va Majoli (Cro) 2955 

7. Irina Spirlea (Rom) 2427 

8. Mary Pierce (Fra) 2400 

9. Arantxa Sanchez (Spa) 2157 

10. Uonchita Martinez (Spa) 2135 

II. Mary Joe Fernandez (USA) 1971 

12. Anke Huber (Ger) 1 808 

13. Sandrine Testud (Fra) 1693 

14. Brenda S. -McCarthy (Ned) 1672 

15:.Steffi Graf (Ger) 1663 

> 16. Lisa Raymond (USA) 1448 
H. Ruxandra Dragomir (Rom) 1443 
.18. Sabine Appelmans (Bel) 1429 
19; Nathalie Tauziat (Fra) 1427 
20: Barbara Paulus (Aut) 1424 



Martina Hingis 


Brolin leaves Leeds back to Sweden 


LEEDS (AFP) — Swedish 
international Tomas 

Brolin’s two-year spell at 
Leeds was brought to an 
end on Tuesday with a 
financial pay-off. 

Brolin’s contract — due 
to expire next summer — 
has been terminated with 
immediate effect, leaving 
him free to negotiate his 
own move to another club. 

The financial settlement, 
wh/ch neither club nor. 
player would disclose, is 
believed to be around 
£140,000, helping Leeds 
save up to £700,000 in 
wages on the remainder of 
his contract. 

The 27-year-old Brolin. 
who played a leading role 
in Sweden’s run to the 1994 
World Cup semi-finals. 


joined Leeds from Italian 
Serie A side Parma in a £4.5 
milli on (about S7 million) 
move two years ago but 
struggled to settle, spending 
loan periods at both Zurich 
and back at Parma. 

Brolin is the last of five 
international stars — Ian 
Rush, Carlton Palmer, Tony 
Dorigo and Tony Yeboah 
were the others — who 
became outcasts under 
manager GeorgeGraham,^. _ 

Rush, Palmer, Dorigo and 
Yeboah have all moved on 
to other clubs this season. 

Brolin made just 19 Pre- 
miership appearances, cost- 
ing Leeds almost £237,000 
per match. 

He spent loan spells at 
Grasshopper Zurich and 
Parma last season in a bid 


to secure a desperate move 
away from Elland Road, 
but his apparent lack of fit- 
ness and previous injury 
problems shelved any 
potential transfer. 

Brolin was also on the 
brink of joining Real 
Zaragoza earlier this season 
for £1 million, but an 
alleged wrangle over per- 
sonal details meant he 
missed the Spanish transfer 
■deadline. 


Hearts and Zaragoza 
attempted to sign him on 
loan, but Brolin took excep- 
tion to the move, eventually 
rejecting both dubs. 

His immediate future 
would appear to be back in 
Sweden, but Dundee Unit- 
ed are known to have kept 
tabs on the situation, while 
closer to home Manchester 
City and Sheffield Wednes- 
day are both desperately in 
need of frontline striker. 


Santoro wins at 
Paris Indoor Open 


PARIS (.AFP) — French- 
man Fabrice Santoro, who 
won his first ATP title at 
Lyon two weeks ago. 
piayed with fire but man- 
aged to come through a 
gruelling error-strewn first- 
round dash ag ains t Mag- 
nus Larsson of Sweden at 
the $2.5 million Paris 
Indoor Open on Tuesday. 

The 24-year-old French- 
man, blamed by many for 
his part in France's Davis 
Cup World Group relega- 
tion at the hands of Bel- 
gium last month when he 
lost his singles, now plays 
14th-seed Richard Krajicek 
of the Netherlands. 

Santoro, who was com- 
pletely outgunned by the 
big Swede in a first set 
which lasted just 21 min- 
utes, admitted: “It wasn't a 
great match and I couldn't 
have played any worse that) 
I did during that first set. 
But Magnus is a player I 
don’t like playing. He had 
beaten me four times in six 
matches before today. I'm 
just glad I won — especial- 
ly here at Bercy.” 

Before today's clash San- 
toro, who eventually won 
0-6, 6-4, 7-6 (8/6), bad 


never won a match in four 
visits to the stadium. 

In another early first- 
round match, Todd Wood- 
bridge of Australia needed 
just 75 minutes to score a 
6-3. 6-3 victory over 
Swedish qualifier Mikael 
Tillstrom. 

Woodbridge now plays 
sixth-seeded Carlos Moya 
of Spain. 


FOB RENT 

Cozy apartment, fully furnished, nicely located in the 
west of Amman. Consists of TV. satellite, telephone line 
& number, built-in kitchen, European style furniture and 
beautiful garden. The rental amount is negotiable: .The 
rental period is for medium-and long-term. 

For more information call Tel.: 5510472 
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World Cup qualifiers 

Injuries, withdrawals hit 
Belgians; Italy face Russia 


PARIS (AFP) — Eric Van Meir will 
replace injured sweeper Lorenzo Stae- 
lens in a Belgian team that has been 
rocked by injuries and withdrawals as 
they prepare for their World Cup first- 
leg playoff match against the Republic 
of Ireland in Dublin on Wednesday 
night. 

The loss of Staelens is a major blow 
to the Belgians, who are also without 
injured playmaker Enzo Scifo and 
Italian-based striker Luis Oliveira, 
who is suspended. 

Belgjan coach Georges Leekens will 
also have to do without experienced 
English-based defender Phillipe 
Albert, who — in a piece of peculiar 
timin g — last week announced his 
retirement from international football. 

Belgium's hopes were expected to 
rest on strike duo Gilles de Bilde and 
Luc Nillis, who combined impressive- 
ly for Dutch club PSV Eindhoven in 
their European Champions League 
victory over England’s Newcastle 
United last week. 

But De Bilde is suffering from a 
minor leg injury and will start on the 
bench. German-based Michael 
Goossens will partner Nillis up front. 

“Ireland use the long ball and are 
very effective,” said Leekens. “We'll 
have to struggle first, then use our 
technical skills." 

The Dublin game is one of four 
European playoffs scheduled for 
Wednesday night with Croatia hosting 
Ukraine in Zagreb, Russia at home to 
Italy in Moscow and Hungary facing 
Yugoslavia in Budapest 

The return legs will be played on 
November 15 with the aggregate win- 
ners joining the 21 teams that have 
already advanced to next year’s finals 
in France. 

The Irish also have injury woes 
ahead of the Lansdowne Road match 
and will be without West Bromwich 
Albion striker Michael Evans, a recent 
signing from Southampton, for both 
playoff legs. 

Evans suffered a double fracture of 


his cheekbone in an accidental clash 
with teammate Jason McAteer during 
a weekend training session in Dublin. 

Evans, who made his debut in the 1- 
1 draw with Romania in the final 
European Group Eight qualifier a fort- 
night ago, will be out of action for at 
least four weeks. 

The Irish have only three recognised 
strikers fully fit and overseas-based 
pair Tony Cascarino of Nancy and 
David Connolly of Feyenoord are 
expected to start in the absence of 
Niall Quinn, Keith O’Neill, Jon Good- 
man and David Kelly. Spurs reserve 
Neale Fenn has been called up as a 
precaution. 

The Irish are bidding for a third 
straight place in the finals after quali- 
fying in 1990 and 1994 under Jack 
Charlton, and current boss Mick 
McCarthy is determined to ignore fan 
criticism of his tactics and emulate 
Charlton's successes. 

“Criticism only makes me more 
determined to do (he job my way," 
said McCarthy. 

Russia have worries over injured 
captain Viktor Onopko for their meet- 
ing with Italy in icy Moscow, a match 
that will take place with with the Ital- 
ians still smarting over their 0-0 home 
draw with England which forced them 
into the play-offs. 

With Onopko likely to be sidelined 
along with injured central defender 
Yuri Nikiforov, it is easy to under- 
stand the negative outlook of Russian 
coach Boris Ignatiev. 

“Italy is the most terrible draw for 
Russia." said Ignatiev. ‘To go through 
against will be veiy difficult against a 
team that we fear, but we will try 
everything." 

Italian coach Cesare Mai din i refuses 
lo concede his team are favourites. 

“There were eight good teams in the 
draw," he said. ‘There are no weak 
teams any longer." 

The Italians go into the match with- 
out the suspended Angelo di Livio, 
but must realistically be confident. 


Fabrizio Ravanelli, back on form 
after his move from Middlesbrough to 
Olympique Marseille, is expected to 
start alongside Atietico Madrid’s 
Christian Vieri in a new-look attack 
that puts the emphasis on muscle. 

Ukraine will face Croatia without 
two of Dynamo Kiev's suspended 
stars — midfielder Yury Kalitvintsev 
and forward Andrei Shevchenko — - 
although the squad still includes nine 
players from the Kiev team which 
humiliated Spanish giants Barcelona 
3-0 in their Champions’ League game 
last Wednesday. 

While the Ukraine squad comprises 
players from just three clubs: Dynamo 
Kiev, Dnepr Dnepropetrovsk and 
Shakhtyor Donetsk. Croatia’s squad 
is, as usual, a selection of stars from 
throughout Europe — including the 
strong leagues in Italy. England and 
Spain. 

Davor Suker, in fine form for Real 
Madrid, is expected to lead the Croat- 
ian attack. 

“It will be a tough task but I feel 
confident we can win through," said 
Croatian coach Miroslav Blazevic. 

Yugoslavia, apparently in need of a 
morale-boost, defeated a local selec- 
tion from the town of Subotica 10-0 at 
the weekend as they prepared for their 
match away to Hungary. 

The Yugoslavs, with a squad well 
packed with Italian and Spanish-based 
stars, will be favourites against a Hun- 
garian team still counting their bless- 
ings at being in the play-offs. 

The Magyars grabbed a play-off 
place in the last minute of their final 
group match when Finnish defender 
Sami Mahlio scored an own-goal in a 
1-1 draw. 

The Hungarians, though, look to 
face a tough assignment as they bid 
for their first finals appearance since 
1986. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1RSGH 


USE HIGH TRUMPS WISELY 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 
*10 5 
UA863 
OA J9 
+ AKJ10 

WEST EAST 

* Q8 72 * 3 

c?QJ1094 UK 752 

053 0888 

*84 *87862 

SOUTH 
* AEJ964 
O Void 
OKQ1074 
*Q3 

The bidding: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1NT Pm» 3 a Pm 

3NT Ptas 40 Pam 

4<? Paw 4 a Paaa 

5a Paw 5<? Pans 

8a Paw 70 Paaa 

Paaa Paaa 

Opening lead: Queen of 5? 

U ib a common error to look at a 
hand bom declarer's point of view 
only. Often the key to success is to 
consider what would happen if 
dummy wen the master hand. 

North-South conducted a superb 
auction to an excellent grand slam. 
North’s four hearts was a cue-bid in 
support of diamonds and, on learn- 
ing that partner held both the ace 


and king of clubs, South committed 
the hand to a gnmd slam. 

Sadly, declarer's play did not jus- 
tify the bidding. South won the first 
trick in dummy, discarding a spade 
from hand, cashed two rounds of 
trumps, then played off the king 
and ace of spades. East raffed, and 
that was the end of South's dreams 
of bringing home a vulnerable 
bonanza. 

Before deciding how to play the 
hand, declarer most know how 
trumps are divided. Correct tech- 
nique is to ruff the opening lead in 
hand, lead a trump to the nine and 
cash the ace of trumps. If either 
defender shows out on the second 
trump, declarer must go after 
spades as above — that is the only 
hope. 

When trumps split 3-2, however, 
the high trump in dummy allows 
for a line which depends only on 
clubs being no worse than 5-2. 
Declarer ruffs a heart, creeses to 
the ten of dabs, tben ruffs the 
remaining low heart with the closed 
hand's last trump. Dummy is re- 
enured with a cJuo, the last tramp 
is drawn, and the ace of hearts, 
dummy's remaining dub winners 
and the ace-king of spades take the 
last live tricks. Declarer scores 
three trumps and three ruffs in 
hand, two spades, one heart and 
ib ur dobs. 
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12 News 


Netanyahu defies Washington 


with hard-line on main issues 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Openly 
defying the United States, 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s government 
refused Tuesday to hold 
promised negotiations in 
Washington on the central 
issues blocking Israeli- 
Palestinian peace efforts. 

David Bar-man, Mr. 
Netanyahu's media advisor, 
said the government had no 
intention of budging on either 
issue due to have been at the 
centre of high-level talks in 
Washington this week; Jewish 
settlement construction and 
overdue Israeli troop with- 
drawals from the West Bank. 

“Israel will hand over no 
more territory to the 
Palestinians as long as they 
are not engaged in a war 
against terrorism," said Mr. 
Bar-fllan in a refrain which 
has blocked progress on the 
peace process for months. 

Mr. Bar-Illan said there was 
also no chance Israel “wifi 
offer a gesture on settlements 
under the current circum- 


stances.” 

He said eventual talks in 
Washington should focus 
only on “security matters" 
related to opening a 
Palestinian airport and an 
industrial zone in Gaza, side- 
issues left over from interim 


peace agreements. 

Mr. Netanyahu's intran- 
sigeance led his foreign min- 
ister, David Levy, to refuse to 
leave for meetings due to have 
begun Wednesday in 
Washington with Mahmoud 
Abbas of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
under the mediation of U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright 

The talks, agreed to by 
Israel last month, were to 
focus on U.S. and Palestinian 
demands that Israel observe a 
“time our" in construction of 
Jewish settlements in occu- 
pied areas and on the troop 
withdrawals. Mr. Netanyahu's 
hardline stance on the two 
issues led to the breakdown in 
negotiations last March. 

Mr. Levy complained pub- 
licly that Mr. Netanyahu had 
failed to give him any guide- 
lines for possible concessions 
on either issue and that he 
would not go to Washington 
“to meet just for the sake of 
meeting.” 

In a rare show of U.S. pique 
at Mr. Netanyahu’s foot-drag- 
ging, the Stare Department’s 
top spokesman called Israel’s 
stance “frustrating” and said 
“time should not be lost” in 
gening negotiators Levy and 
Abbas together for substan- 


tive negotiations. 

Mr. Levy met with Mr. 
Netanyahu Monday and said 
progress had been made in 
trying to lay down some 
negotiating guidelines. 

But the right-wing prime 
minister then went before par- 
liament later in the day and 
disparaged peace agreements 
with the Palestinians in some 
of the strongest terms he has 
used since coming to office 
19 months ago. 

In a clear sign he has little 
intention of carrying out 
Israeli obligations under inter- 
im peace accords signed by 
his Labour predecessors, Mr. 
Netanyahu dismissed the 
deals as “a one-sided agree- 
ment... where we are doing 
everything and they are doing 
nothing." 

Mr. Netanyahu said a 
Palestinian rejection of his 
proposals to skip over interim 
peace accords requiring more 
land handovers and jump into 
negotiations on a final peace 
settlement proved that the 
PNA “is not interested in true 
peace but only wants to attain 
assets and rights which will 
serve as instruments to main 
rain the struggle against us." 

Mr. Netanyahu has for 
months refused to implement 
the intwim accords, charging 


Israel to further open Hebron’s 
‘street of strife,’ settlers protest 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israel 
announced Tuesday that it 
would partially lift restric- 
tions this week on Palestinian 
use of a street which runs 
through the heart of Hebron's 
Jewish enclave and has been 
the scene of frequent conflict 

But Palestinian National 
Authority officials quickly 
rejected die move, saying that 
under a January agreement 
between die two sides, 
Shuhada Street should have 
been fully opened to 
Palestinians at least three 
months ago. 

Local settlers also 
announced they would 
protest die move, which they 
say wifi leave them open to 
attacks by activists. 

Israel's army closed 
Shuhada Street (Martyrs’ 
Street) to Palestinians in 1994 
amid rioting which following 
the slaughter in a nearby 
mosque of 29 Muslims by a 
Jewish extremist. 

An Israeli military 
spokesman said that as of 
Wednesday morning, 

Palestinian emergency and 
municipal vehicles would be 
allowed to use a new section 
of Shuhada Street running by 
Jewish settler homes. 

Palestinians who live on 
Shuhada will also be able to 
drive on the section. 


Lieutenant Peter Lemer said. 

A second section of the 
street will be open to 
Palestinian taxis and buses as 
part of a staged reopening of 
Shuhada to die Arabs which 
has been fiercely opposed by 
die 400 militant Jewish see- 
ders living in Hebron, he 
said. 

“This is a first stage and 
there will be further steps if 
tins one -is successful," Ll 
L emer told Agence France 
Presse (AFP). “If we have 
security problems tomorrow, 
however, we will review our 
plans." 

Under the U.S.-brokered 
January agreement Israel 
withdrew its troops from 
four-fifths of Hebron, a city 
of 120,000 Arabs, retaining 
control of 20 per cent of the 
city where the 400 se triers 
and around 15,000 
Palestinians live. 

The accord called for 
Shuhada Street to be 
reopened in stages within 
four months. 

But the only move to date 
was an army agreement on 
Feb. 2 to let emergency and 
municipal vehicles and taxis 
use a 150-metre section of 
the street. 

Further easing of the 
restrictions were halted when 
peace talks broke down 


between the two sides in 
March after Israel began 
building a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab east Jerusalem. 

Hebron Mayor Mustafa 
Natsheh angrily rejected the 
Israeli offer as too little too 
late. 

“We have tried this partial 
opening before and we don’t 
need to do it again," he told 
AFP. 

. “We are already behind 
schedule and we don’t see 
any reason why the Israelis 
should be afraid of opening 
this street, which is essential 
for traffic in the city centre.” 
he said. 

Settler leaders announced 
that they would hold a protest 
Wednesday morning over the 
latest expansion of 
Palestinian access to Shuhada 
street, which they said would 
lead to attacks against Jews 
and Jewish settlements along 
the street 

Since the January agree- 
ment the U.S. has spent $2 
million widening Shuhada 
street and providing new 
sidewalks, lighting and 

sewage systems. 

The construction crews, 
overseen by an American 
foreman, have been the target 
of frequent stone-throwing 
and harassment by Jewish 
extremists. 


Progressive Jews agree to 
delay fight with Orthodox 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — 
Reform and Conservative 
Jews agreed Tuesday to sus- 
pend lawsuits seeking recog- 
nition of their movements in 
Israel as part of a deal to 
avoid a bead-on collision 
between U.S. Jewry and 
Israel’s Orthodox religious 
establishment 
In exchange, Orthodox 
parties in Israel's coalition 
government agreed to sus- 
pend until January legisla- 
tion which would formalise 
the Orthodox rabbinate's 
monopoly over religious life 
in Israel, officials said. 

Leaders of the Reform and 
Conservative groups 

announced their decision to 
freeze their Supreme Court 
appeal for three months after 
meeting with President Ezer 
Weizman and a top Orthodox 
rabbi in the Orthodox estab- 
lishment The lawsuit was to 
have been heard by the court 
on Wednesday. 

Tensions had risen sharply 
Monday when the Reform 
and Conservative leaders 
refused to delay their court 
bid to gain recognition, say- 
ing Israel’s Orthodox estab- 
lishment was not interested 
in a real compromise over 
the issue. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, whose parlia- 


mentary majority depends on 
support from Orthodox reli- 
gious parties, accused the 
Reform leaders of siding 
with the opposition in an 
attempt to bring tire conflict 
to a vote and topple his gov- 
ernment. 

Reform leader retorted that 
the Orthodox leadership in 
Israel, by treating the more 
progressive movements as 
heretics, were nying to spade 
a Jewish civil war. 

The row threatened to turn 
into a full-fledged confronta- 
tion between Israel and the 
world's largest Jewish com- 
munity in the U.S., which is 
overwhelmingly Reform 

U.S. Jews who gave Mr. 
Netanyahu key campaign 
contributions for his election 
in 1996 and provide substan- 
tia] funding for various 
Israeli projects have threat- 
ened to cut off the money if 
the government went ahead 
with the Orthodox legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. Netanyahu is sched- 
uled to address a major con- 
gress of U.S. Jewish groups 
in Indiana on Nov. 16. 

But under strong pressure 
from across the political 
spectrum in Israel and fol- 
lowing an appeal from 
President Ezer Weizman, 
cooler heads prevailed and 


officials Tuesday expressed 
confidence that a compro- 
mise could be worked out 
over the next three months. 

‘Today Fm more opti- 
mistic than 1 was yesterday.” 
said Alex Lubotsky, a mem- 
ber of parliament from Israel 
B’Aliyah, a party of mostly 
Russian immigrants which is 
opposed to the Orthodox 
monopoly. 

“We stili have a lot of work 
to do in these three months 
but I believe we can reach an 
agreement" be said on Israel 
Radio. 

Trying to avoid a parlia- 
mentary showdown in what 
is known here as the “Who’s 
a Jew?” dispute, Mr. 
Netanyahu formed a govern- 
ment committee five months 
ago to seek a compromise 
between rite Orthodox and 
liberal streams of Judaism. 

But the Orthodox later 
rejected a committee propos- 
al that Reform and 
Conservative rabbis be 
allowed to participate in con- 
versions and other religious 
ceremonies while leaving 
control over the rites in the 
hands of the Orthodox chief 
rabbinate. Orthodox rabbis 
said such a proposal would 
legitimize heretical views 
which threaten the foundar 
turns of Judaism. 


Elite veterans 


sign petition 

against 

Netanyahu 


TEL AVIV (AP) — More 
than 100 veterans of the elite 
commando unit that 
Benyamin Netanyahu once 
belonged to Monday sent the 
prime minister a petition 
protesting his vilification of 
the dovish opposition. 

The petition refers to Mr. 
Netanyahu's statement in a 
conversation with a leading 
rabbi last week that the oppo- 
sition has “forgotten what it 
is to be Jewish.” The state- 
ment was caught by a micro- 
phone and broadcast, spark- 
ing an uproar. 

‘It's difficult for us to 
believe [Netanyahu] was in 
Sayeret Maikal," the petition 
said. “Your divisive and ugly 
statement is totally opposed 
to the spirit of the unit and 
disgraces all of us. You have 
forgotten all we learned 
together.” 

The statement was signed 
by more than 100 retired offi- 
cers and soldiers of Sayeret 
Maikal, an elite commando 
unit famed for its daring 
cross-border raids and anti- 


terrorist activities. 

Mr. Netanyahu served in 
the unit in the 1970s, when 
his commander was Ehud 
Barak, who now leads the 
opposition Labour Party. 


Rebel Kurds 
kill 11 
Turkish 


troops 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Separatist Kurdish rebels 
killed 1 1 members of 
Turkish security forces in a 
raid on a village in the 
country’s troubled southeast 
on Tuesday, the Anatolian 
news agency said. 

A large group of Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) rebels 
armed with rockets and 
heavy machine guns 
attacked a military unit in 
Dagalti village in Simak 
province on the border with 
Iraq, it said. 

Seven soldiers and four 
pro-government Kurdish 
guards were killed in the 
raid and six soldiers were 
injured. The rebels later 
fled. 

The attack came amid an 
ongoing withdrawal of 
thousands of Turkish troops 
from neighbouring northern 
Iraq where they had been 
fighting the PKK in an army 
incursion launched on Sept. 
23. 

More than 27,000 people, 
including rebels, troops and 
civilians, have been killed 
in PKK-related violence in 
Tu rkish territory alone since 
1984. 


Jordan Tunes, Wednesday, October 29,199? 


that President Yasser Arafat 
has not lived up to his end of 
the bargain by cracking down 
on radicals responsible for 
tenor attacks against Israel. 

The Palestinians, supported 
by many Israelis, say Mr. 
Netanyahu is using the securi- 
ty issue as an excuse to avoid 
implementing peace agree- 
ments which he never sup- 
poned. 

Messis. Levy. Netanyahu 
and the rest of the cabinet 
were due to hold a new round 
of talks about the negotiations 
on Wednesday, but Israel 
Radio said there appeared lit- 
tle chance an agreement 
would emerge permitting Mr. 
Levy to travel to Washington. 

For the Palestinians, Mr. 
Netanyahu’s refusal to extend 
self-rule and his persistence in 
expanding Jewish settlements 
in areas where Palestinians 
hope to create their own state 
are proof he is trying to torpe- 
do the peace process. 

This all proves that 
Netanyahu just wants negoti- 
ations for the sake of negotia- 
tions. so he will have a shield 
behind which to continue his 
policies against the peace 
process.” chief PNA negotia- 
tor Saeb Erakat told Agence 
France Presse. 



Stockbroker Ibrahim Kurtulus, 29, of the Staten Island borough of New 
York, swipes at the nose of the bull statue which stands at the comer of 
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Broadway and Morris Street in New York's financial district, Tuesday. Mr. 
Kurtulus said he has been tapping the bull's nose for good luck, before 
going into work each morning, for rive years (AP photo) 


Saddam sets scene for showdown 


with U.S. over U.N. arms probes 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 

President Saddam Hussein 
chaired a meeting of Iraq’s top 
decision-making body on 
Tuesday to decide whether to 
freeze cooperation with UN. 
arms inspectors, setting the 
scene for a showdown with 
Washington. 

The U.S. State Department 
has warned Baghdad of “seri- 
ous consequences" if 

President Saddam approves a 
recommendation from the 
Iraqi parliament to freeze ties 
with the UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) in 
charge of the country’s disar- 
mament. 

A break in relations would 
be unprecedented, despite six 
years of bumpy relations with 
UNSCOM, notably over 
Iraq's refusal to punt the 
inspectors access to sites that 
it says are sensitive for nation- 
al security. 

The official news agency, 
IN A, said President Saddam 
opened a meeting of the 
Revolutionary Command 

Council (RCC) “to examine 
the recommendations adopted 
by the national assembly” and 
passed on to the Iraqi leader- 
ship. 

Parliamentary Speaker 
Saadun Hammadi, speaking 
to the RCC and leadership of 
the ruling Baath Party, deliv- 


ered a report on relations with 
the United Nations. INA said. 

The parliament on Sunday 
called for the cut with 
UNSCOM. in defiance of the 
U.N. Security Council, until 
Iraq received assurances that 
the seven-vear-old embargo 
would be soon be lifted- 

The threat comes in retalia- 
tion for Security Council 
Resolution 1134 passed last 
Thursday to impose a travel 
ban on Iraqi officials who con- 
tinue to block UNSCOM 


inspections. 

State Department 

spokesman James Rubin said 
Monday that “Iraq has an 
obligation to cooperate [with 
UNSCOM]... All members of 
the Security Council believe 
that even if there are tactical 
differences.” 

Iraqi' frustration has mount- 
ed over the sanctions imposed 
after its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait An oD embargo 
can not be lifted until 
UNSCOM certifies that all 
Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction have been disman- 
tled 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz, quoted in the 
press, charged UNSCOM was 
“bolding up an announcement 
that its mission is completed 
so as to maintain the embargo 
although Baghdad has hon- 


oured its commitments on 
banned arms.” 

Newspapers said Iraq saw 
no hope of the sanctions being 
lifted in the near future 
because the United States, its 
foe in the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait, was dictating UN. 
policy. 

‘The aggressive behaviour 
of the U.S. has reached such a 
point that keeping silent.. 
would be tantamount to 
accepting a slow death for 
millions of Iraqis." said the 
official daily Al Iraq. 

The U.S. is “determined to 
prolong the unjust embargo 
for years to come,” it said 
Babel, a daily run by 
President Saddam's eldest son 
Uday. said that "any confron- 
tration” over a break with 
UNSCOM would "pit Iraq 
not against the UN. but 
against the U.S:” 

It referred to the split in the 
ranks of the Security Council 
permanent members in the 
vote on the U.S and British- 
sponsored Resolution 1 1 34. in 
which China. France and 
Russia abstained 
“For the Iraqi people, who 
have made such sacrifices 
over the last seven years, to 
blow up the abscess of the 
embargo and put an end to it 
once and for till would be the 
lesser eviL" it said 


Misha ’al affair infuriates 


Israeli spy jailed in U.S. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Jonathan Pollard an Israeli 
spy serving a life terra in the 
U.S., expressed fury and 
shame Tuesday that Israel had 
not put the same effort into 
obtaining his release as it did 
to free two agents captured on 
an assassination mission in 
the Jordanian capital. 
Amman, last month. 

In a pbone conversation 
with his wife Esther which 
was recorded and played on 
Israel Radio, Pollard said fel- 
low inmates and even war- 
dens in his U.S. prison had 
chided him about Israel’s suc- 
cess in getting Jordan to 
release the two agents of 
Israel's Mossad intelligence 
service. 

The Israelis were caught on 
Sept. 25 after attempting to 
murder Khaled Misha'al. a 
top Hamas official cm an 
Amman street 

Israel recovered die agents 
by promising to release 70 


Palestinian prisoners, includ- 
ing the spiritual leader of 
Hamas, Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin. 

T feel ashamed not only by 
the fact that we were able to 
get die two Mossad agems 
out of Jordan... but that the 
government has refused to 
even make a minimal effort 
on my behalf." be said. 

“Clearly this Misha’al affair 
shows that the government 
knows bow to get its agents 
out, that it knows how to act 
when it wants to... these two 
agents didn’t have to rot for 
years in a foreign prison, 7 ' 
said Pollard, his voice 
charged with emotion. 

Pollard, a former U.S. navy 
intelligence analyst, was 
arrested in 1985 and con- 
demned for treason two years 
later for passing military 
secrets to the Jewish state. 

He gained Israeli citizen- 
ship last year but has been 
unable to force Israel to for- 


mally acknowledge his role as 
a spy for Mossad. 

Esther Pollard was due to 
submit a petition to Israel's 
Supreme Court on 
Wednesday seeking to force 
the government to recognise 
Pollard's action, help pay his 
legal costs and release classi- 
fied documents concerning 
his spying. A similar court 
action last year failed. 

In the pbone conversation, 
Pollard complained angrily 
that the Mossad agents in the 
Misha'al affair “sure as hell 
didn’t have to take their gov- 
ernment to court, to sue them 
to take responsibility and to 
do the right thing." 

But Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu reject- 
ed his charges, telling Israel 
Radio that he had directlv 
asked U.S. President Bill 
Clinton for Pollard’s release. 

President Clinton has 
refused to pardon the spy. 



Williams knew 


he was going 
to make a lot of 
meaningless noise 


LOS ANGELES (AFp) 
— Quirky comedi® 
Robin Williams is soon to 

launch his new holiday 

film “Rubber," which 
features a rubbery kind of 
creature. Being on a set 
with a lot of toys — an 
experience he also 
enjoyed during his fifrn 
“Toy*." four years ago — 
was a nostalgic experi- 
ence for Williams. T love 
toys.” Williams said. “My 
favourite toy as a child 
was my drum set, but my 
father took it away from 
me when he was sure I 
wasn't going to be a 
musician. He knew 1 was 
just going to make a lot 
of meaningless noise all 
mv life.” 


Paltrow says 
Freeman is 
sexiest man alive 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) 
— Gwyneth Paltrow, 
expecting great accolades 
for her upcoming “Great 
Expectations." has moved 
on from ex-fiance Brad 
Pitt and man-of-tbe- 
moment is one of his ex 
co-stars (and hers) in 
“Seven." “Everyone is 
making all this fuss about 
Brad Pitt." giggled 
Gwyneth. “Well, I’m 
sorry. I'm telling you that 
Morgan Freeman is the 
sexiest man alive.” 
Women have often 
thought of Freeman as a 
sex symbol, which makes 
him tongue-tied and 
flushed. When asked 
about Gwyneth’s admira- 
tion. Freeman could only 
croak our. “Um. that’s 


Yeltsin gets 
5th grandson 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Boris Yeltsin's eldest 
daughter Elena has given 
birth to a baby boy, pro- 
viding the Russian presi- 
dent with a fifth grand- 
child, presidential 

spokesman Sergei 

Yastrzhembsky said 
Tuesday. Yeltsin was to 
travel to the Kremlin hos- 
pital to visit his daughter 
and the baby later in the 
day, Yastrzhembsky 
added. A name has not 
yet been chosen for the 
newest member of the 
Yeltsin family. Elena 
Okulova already has two 
daughters, Masha and 
Katya, by her husband 
Valery Okulov. who is 
bead of the Russian air- 
line Aeroflot. Yeltsin. 66. 
has two other grandsons 

— Boris. 16, and Gleb, 

— who are the sons of his 
youngest daughter. 
Tatiana Diachenko, who 
was this year appointed 
presidential advisor. 


Singapore sets 
up society for 
sexually ignorant 


SINGAPORE (R) — 
Singapore doctors 

appalled at the level of 
sexual ignorance in the 
small but wealthy nation 
have set up a national 
society to fight it, the 
Straits Times newspaper 
said. It quoted the doc- 
tors as saying they had 
come across couples 
unable to consummate 
their marriage for years 
because they did not 
know how to make love. 
So they set up the society 
for the study of androlo- 
gy (male infertility) and 
sexology, saying the 
Ignorance and male infer- 
tility were linked. “When 
a couple does not know 
how to engage in sexual 
intercourse, it results ia 
infertility, too ” the news- 
paper quoted the soci- 
ety’s vice president- 
Ganesan Adaikan, as say- 
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